
Consulate General of Italy
Nerw York

honorary patronage:



Sincere gratitude to the former President and Founder Marian Zak
for his devoted work in the past 25 years. 

Special thanks to all the members who served the board 
in the past years:

Jakub Polaczyk, Anna Zak, Ahmed Wafik and Shell Li.



The New York Dance & Arts Innovations is pleased to announce 
the new Board of Directors: 

Radoslawa Jasik, President and Executive Director
Andrea Domenici, Vice President and Artistic Director

Don Luigi Portarulo, Treasurer
Genevieve Seifert, Secretary

Best of luck to the new board members in their future endeavors. 
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Programs of the events
NOVEMBER 8TH,  2024 OPENING EVENT: TRIBUTE TO CHOPIN 
NOVEMBER 20TH, 2024 MIDDLE EVENT: CELEBRATION OF PIANO
NOVEMBER 26TH, 2024 CLOSING EVENT: POLISH-ITALIAN
CULTURAL BONDS

Bios of the artists
ALBERTO NOSÈ
MAŁGORZATA KELLIS
DENIS SAVELYEV
NICHOLAS ALEXANDER
KAPONYAS
BARON FENWICK
JOSHUA MHOON
RADOSŁAWA JASIK
MAGDALENA KUZMA

List of Sponsors
THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF
POLAND IN NEW YORK
POLISH&SLAVIC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
THE KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION
POLISH CULTURAL INSTITUTE IN NEW YORK
POLISH&SLAVIC CENTER
THE PLATTA LAW FIRM
LHOTSE CORP.,  TRIDENT CONTRACTING
ELŻBIETA BAUMGARTNER
REALMUTO ALTA PASTICCERIA ITALIANA
PANINERIA NYC
RAMPOLDI NYC
RADIO RAMPA

Special Thanks 
and Closing Remarks 
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Programs of the events

F. Chopin                                                               Ballade op. 23 no.1
                                                                                    Nocturne op. 55 no. 2
                                                                                    Nocturne op. 48 no. 1
                                                                                    Ballade op. 52 no. 4

                                             Alberto Nosé, piano

F. Chopin                                                              “Zyczenie” (“The Maiden’s Wish”)
                                                                                   “Gdzie lubi” (“Where she loves”)
                                                                                   “Moja Pieszczotka” (“My darling”)

                                              Małgorzata Kellis, soprano
                                              Radoslawa Jasik, piano

F. Chopin                                                              Grand duo concertant 
                                                                                   sur des thèmes de Robert le diable, B.70
                                                                                   (arr. For flute and piano by Robert Stallman)

                                             Denis Savelyev, flute
                                             Radoslawa Jasik, piano

B.  Dorough                                                          Devil May Care
B. Evans                                                                Very Early 
D.  Ellington                                                         Serenade to Sweden 
A. Domenici                                                         Wise Man

                                           Andrea Domenici, piano
                                           Giuseppe Cucchiara, bass
                                           Andrea Niccolai, drums

A. C. Jobim                                                         Corcovado/How Insensitive  
F. Chopin/P. Weston and B. Russel        No Other Love

                                            Joy Brown, vocal
                                            Andrea Domenici, piano
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TRIBUTE TO CHOPIN 
OPENING EVENT:  

Consulate General 
of the Republic of Poland 
in New York 
November 8th 2024, 7pm



Programs of the events

I. J. Paderewski                                                       Tatra Album op.12 no.1, Allegro con brio
W. Lutoslawski                                                        Variations on the Theme of Paganini 
                                                                                         for two pianos                                                                            

                                              Nicholas Alexander Kaponyas , piano
                                              Radoslawa Jasik, piano

G. Gershwin                                                               Rhapsody in Blue

                                              Baron Fenwick, piano
                                              Joshua Mhoon, piano

D.Ellington                                                                  I let the song go out of my heart
D. Ellington                                                                 2 Ballads
G. Gershwin                                                                I Got Rhythm
T.  Monk                                                                        Round Midnight
T.  Monk                                                                        Blue Monk 

                                           Jonathan Thomas, piano
                                           Andrea Domenici, piano

M. P. Górecki                                                             Toccata for Two Pianos  

                                            Nicholas Alexander Kaponyas, piano
                                            Radoslawa Jasik, piano

CELEBRATION OF PIANO
MIDDLE EVENT:  

Klavierhaus
November 20th 2024, 7pm
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W. A. Mozart                                                         Deh vieni non tardar
J. Massenet                                                          Adieu, notre petite table 
P. I. Tchaikovsky                                                 Iolanta’s Aria
F. Chopin                                                                Wiosna 
K. Szymanowski                                                  Uwoz Mamo
S. Rachmaninov                                                  6 Songs op. 38: 
                                                                                     K ney, Son, and Krysolov

                                             Magdalena Kuzma, soprano
                                             Artyom Pak, piano

C. Corea                                                                   Bud Powell 
M. Waldron                                                             Soul Eyes 
B. Martino                                                               Estate 
T. Monk                                                                    Ask me now 
J. Lewis                                                                   Milestones Old  
V. Young                                                                  A Weaver of dreams

                                           Francesco Patti, saxophone
                                           Michael Weiss, piano

POLISH-ITALIAN CULTURAL
BONDS 

CLOSING EVENT:  
Programs of the events

Consulate General 
of the Republic of Poland 
in New York 
November 26th 2024, 7pm

XX
VI

  IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L C
HO

PI
N 

& 
FR

IE
ND

S F
ES

TIV
AL



ALBERTO NOSÈ
Defined by The New York Times “an artist with supreme technical
mastery, dazzling and charming with his highly cultivated sound”,
Alberto Nosè is one of the most awarded piano artists of his
generation.
He stood out the international music world at the age of eleven
winning 1st Prize at the Jugend für Mozart International Competition
in Salzburg.
Top prize winner of Montecarlo Piano Masters, New York Concert
Artists, Paloma O’Shea in Santander, Long-Thibaud in Paris, Maj Lind
in Helsinki, Busoni in Bolzano, he was laureate at the F. Chopin
International Piano Competition in 2000 which led him to a worldwide
career as soloist as well as with major orchestras (London
Philharmonic Orchestra, English Chamber Orchestra, Philharmonique
de Radio France, Sinfonica de Madrid) in the most renowed concert
venues like Carnegie Hall in New York, Southbank Centre in London,
Konzerhaus in Berlin, Théâtre du Châtelet and Salle Pleyel in Paris,
Auditorium in Madrid, Mozarteum in Salzburg, Suntory Hall in Tokyo,
City Hall in Hong Kong, Bellas Artes in Mexico City, Teatro Colon in
Buenos Aires, La Fenice in Venice, Santa Cecilia in Rome.
His debut album for Piano Le Magazine featuring works by Brahms,
Chopin, Liszt and Prokofiev won several awards like CHOC du Monde
de la Musique and La Clef by ResMusica.
Since 2019 he has been founder, artistic director and producer of
Amadeus Sound Project, an independent record label which releases
all his new recording projects.
His musical education started at Verona Conservatory and continued
at Imola International Piano Academy. His artistic development has
been also enriched by his musical studies with Maurizio Pollini, Murray
Perhaia, Andrzej Jasinski, Paul Badura-Skoda, Michael Beroff,
Alexander Lonquich, Arie Vardi, Fou Ts’ong, Karl-Heinz Kämmerling.
He has been Piano Professor at Verona Conservatory of Music since
2022 and on the faculty of the International Accademia Amadeus in
Valeggio sul Mincio, Italy.

BIOS OF THE
ARTISTS XX
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MALGORZATA KELLIS
The international Polish - American soprano, Malgorzata Kellis, has
been heard performing in concert, opera, and oratorio throughout
Germany, France, Switzerland, Austria, Russia, Poland, USA, China
and Hong Kong.
A frequent guest at international Music Festivals.
She is the author of a transliteration into IPA — “Anthology of 12
Polish Art Songs,” making these songs accessible to be sung by non-
Polish International performers. 
Served as adjudicator, Master Teacher and also as a performing
artist for 
The 5th Hong Kong International Music Festival, and University of
Lanzhou in China. Dr. hab. Malgorzata Kellis has also been the
Artistic Director of the Marcella Sembrich International Vocal
Competition in New York. She wrote a number of music reviews for
“Nowy Dziennik” and for “Kurier Plus.”
She also taught at the Des Moines Area Community College in Iowa.

Denis Savelyev, an international soloist and chamber virtuoso,
commands the stage with unparalleled artistry. Winner of
prestigious awards such as the New York Flute Club Competition and
'Rising Star' at the 2021 Galway Flute Festival, his performances
captivate worldwide audiences. A member of the esteemed Marlboro
Music Festival in 2023 and 2024, Denis further solidifies his
reputation as a leading artist. 
With roots in Lviv, Ukraine, Denis began his musical journey at age 5,
refining his craft at esteemed institutions like the Gnesin Academy
of Music and Mannes College. Holding Master's degrees in music and
curatorial studies from Bard College, he is currently a candidate for
the Doctoral Degree in music at the Peabody Conservatory. 
Denis has graced iconic venues such as Carnegie Hall, collaborating
with luminaries like Neeme Järvi and Tan Dun. His orchestral journey
includes engagements with the Mariinsky Theater and Palm Beach
Symphony. Beyond the stage, Denis is a dedicated educator, sharing
his passion for music globally and inspiring the next generation of
musicians. With an unwavering commitment to excellence, he
continues to push boundaries and inspire audiences worldwide.

DENIS SAVELYEV
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GIUSEPPE CUCCHIARA
Italy born-and-raised and NYC-based upright bassist and composer
Giuseppe Cucchiara is highly acclaimed in the USA as well as in Italy.
He first worked with well known Italian jazz drummer Stefano Bagnoli,
with whom he recorded four albums for some major Italian jazz record
companies, namely Ultrasound Records, Abeat Records and Jazzit
Records. A Berklee graduate, Giuseppe had the privilege to study with
highly praised jazz musicians and mentors, primarily Hal Crook, Danilo
Perez, George Garzone, Joe Lovano, Ben Street, John Patitucci, and
Terence Blanchard.
 In 2017, Giuseppe toured in Italy as a band leader after recording his
first album, "Cookin’ Hot," featuring the trusted Stefano Bagnoli on
drums and the internationally acclaimed Dado Moroni on piano. The
album led Giuseppe to earn a coveted spot in the widely reputable
Italian Jazz Dictionary edited by Feltrinelli. After moving to New York
City, Cucchiara collaborated with renowned musicians such as Kenny
Barron, Ron Carter, Rodney Green, Johnny O’Neal, Luis Perdomo,
Kevin Hays, Jeb Patton, Harry Allen ... to name a few.
In 2023, Cucchiara along with Francesco Patti, Andrea Domenici and
Andrea Niccolai formed a band called "Sound In Common". They
released an album for GleAM Records with the renowned guitarist
Peter Bernestein as special guest, they toured the West Coast and
played a week residency at the prestigious Black Cat in San Francisco,
CA. 
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Joy F. Brown is a native of Newark, NJ, who received her initial
musical training in the Pentecostal Church under the tutelage of her
father, a singer and musician. She began singing solos at the age of
five, and it was in the church that Joy tapped into the ability to “feel
the spirit” of a song. She attended Immaculata University where she
concentrated on studies of Music Education and Performance. In
2015 she met Barry Harris who mentored her till the end of his life. In
2016, she moved to NYC to study, perform, and pursue a career as a
jazz vocalist. She regularly performs in venues such as Dizzy’s Club
Coca-Cola, The Django, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and The
Sag Harbor Music Festival.

JOY BROWN



Andrea Niccolai, a drummer and educator from Recanati (Italy)
currently based in Brooklyn, NY. He graduated from the Royal
Conservatory of The Hague under Eric Ineke and later pursued a
Master's degree at SUNY Purchase under the guidance of drummer
extraordinaire Kenny Washington.
 During his four years in the Netherlands, Andrea collaborated with
notable European artists like Peter Beets and Jesse Van Ruller,
contributing to albums like "Social Music" by Enrico Le Noci. In NYC,
he has become a sought-after sideman, performing with prominent
jazz musicians including Joe Magnarelli, Dena De Rose, Michael
Weiss,Tardo Hammer and Peter Bernstein. In 2023, Niccolai along
with Francesco Patti, Andrea Domenici and Giuseppe Cucchiara
formed a band called "Sound In Common". They released an album
for GleAM Records with the renowned guitarist Peter Bernestein as
special guest, they toured the West Coast and played a week
residency at the prestigious Black Cat in San Francisco, CA.

ANDREA NICCOLAI

Born and raised in Lecco (Italy), Andrea Domenici is a jazz pianist and
composer who has been living in New York since 2012. A 2016
graduate from The New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music and
recipient of a Master's Degree from The Juilliard School, Domenici
collaborated and shared the stage with: Harry Allen, Wynton Marsalis,
Gary Bartz, Louis Hayes, Kenny Washington, James Morrison, Etienne
Charles, Eddie Henderson, Billy Drummond, Peter Washington, Roy
Hargrove… Domenici has played all over the world. In 2017 he played at
the Festival Internacional de Música in Cancun, Mexico. Andrea
Domenici was also called to do a week residency at the prestigious
Marians Jazzroom in Bern with The David Adewumi’s Quartet.
In 2019 he released his album entitled “Playing Who I am” which
features Peter Washington on bass and Billy Drummond on drums. He
worked as the house pianist at the club inside the prestigious “Casa
Cipriani” until 2021. In 2023, Domenici along with Francesco Patti,
Giuseppe Cucchiara and Andrea Niccolai formed a band called "Sound
In Common". They released an album for GleAM Records with the
renowned guitarist Peter Bernestein as special guest, they toured the
West Coast and played a week residency at the prestigious Black Cat
in San Francisco, CA.  Since April 2024, Andrea Domenici has served
as Vice-President of NYDAI as well as Artistic Director of “The Chopin
and Friends Festival.”

ANDREA DOMENICI
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Nicholas Alexander Kaponyas is a Polish-American pianist who began
his piano studies at KOBO Music Studio with Bozena Konkiel.
Kaponyas studied with exemplary pianists and pedagogues such as
Richard Shirk, Martin Labazevitch, and Marcia Eckert. He received his
Master’s Degree in Piano Performance from the Mannes School of
Music, where he studied with Eteri Andjaparidze. He has performed
as a solo artist and collaborative pianist in many of NY’s most
prestigious venues such as the Polish Consulate of NY, the
Kosciuszko Foundation, the Tenri Cultural Institute, the Polish &
Slavic Center, Steinway Hall, Merkin Hall, and Carnegie’s Weill Hall. 
In 2022, Kaponyas received the Honorable Mention prize in Yamaha’s
National Young Performing Artists Competition. As a collaborative
pianist, he has worked with artists such as Krzysztof BÁczyk, Sydney
Baedke, and Yohji Daquio, the latter which Kaponyas played with
when she won 1st prize at the 2022 edition of The Century Opera
Competition.  In 2024, Kaponyas was a staff pianist at the Queens
Summer Vocal Institute and currently works at Queens College, CUNY
and at the Mannes School of Music. Kaponyas also has served as a
juror in Golden Swan International Musical Festival Competition and in
the Nowodworski Foundation’s Christmas Carols Competition in
2023.

RADOSLAWA JASIK
Polish pianist, Radoslawa Jasik is the first prize winner of numerous
competitions and a recipient of scholarships from the Prime Minister of
Poland, the Mount Royal University (Canada), The Maestro Foundation
and The Fontainebleau School of Music and Fine Arts in France. She had
her debut at Carnegie Hall in December 2015 performing Virko Baley’s
Partita no. 3 with the flutist Denis Savelyev in the world premiere
arrangement for flute and piano. She returned to perform at this
prestigious venue multiple times: as a soloist and with her duo partner
Denis Savelyev.Savelyev and Jasik (UP Duo) released an album entitled
“Two Cultures, One Sound” in 2024. In November 2022, Mrs. Jasik curated
her own project at the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland
collaborating with composer MikoĈaj Piotr Górecki. Jasik performed
Górecki's solo and chamber pieces as well as the Trio Concerto with the
Avalanche Orchestra. She also led a panel discussion with the composer.
Mrs. Jasik received grants from the Polish Government in Warsaw to lead
series of workshops at Polish Schools in NY in 2022 and 2023. In April
2024 she became President of the non-for-profit organization NYDAI,
and Executive Director of “The International Chopin and Friends Festival.”

NICHOLAS ALEXANDER KAPONYAS
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Baron Fenwick, pianist, is the winner of numerous awards. A graduate
with his Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees from Mannes School of
Music, he is currently pursuing his Doctorate of Musical Arts at The
Juilliard School. Baron performs a wide range of repertoire, and he
has played works by dozens of living composers including the world
premieres of four piano concertos. This fall he will be featured as a
soloist with the Canton Symphony and the Chamber Orchestra of
Southern Maryland playing works by Gershwin, Rachmaninoff, and
Shostakovich. In addition to working as a Teaching Fellow at Juilliard,
he also maintains a private teaching studio, conducts masterclasses
and workshops with students, and has performed as a guest artist in
festivals including the International Keyboard Institute and Festival
and the Beijing Musical Festival and Academy. Originally from Boone,
North Carolina, he currently lives in NYC.

Joshua Mhoon, a Chicago-raised pianist, discovered his talent at
eight. He's won top prizes in inernational and national competitions
and appeared on TV shows worldwide. A Young Steinway Artist,
Mhoon performs globally, blending classical mastery with his roots in
Black American Music. Mentored by Lang Lang and Anthony McGill,
he's graced prestigious stages around the world with his goal being
to expand classical music's reach. Currently at Juilliard, he aims to
make music his life's work, as he declared in a 2016 interview on PBS.
With a promising career trajectory, Mhoon's passion for music is
evident in every note.

JONATHAN THOMAS 
Thomas, a graduate from The Juilliard School‘s Jazz department (MM
‘19) helmed by Wynton Marsalis. He has performed with Samara Joy,
Marquis Hill, Dominick Farrinacci, Walter Blanding, Robin Mckelle, and
Jazzmeia Horn among other leading voices in jazz today. Thomas is
lauded as one of the most ardent and gifted rising forces in jazz today.
He continues to make regular appearances at The Blue Note, Dizzy's
Club, Smalls Jazz Club, and Minton's Playhouse in addition to annual
appearances at a host of international jazz festivals. Thomas was a
student of pianists Benny Green, Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra’s
Dan Nimmer, Aaron Parks and Taylor Eigsti. Thomas is also a graduate
of The New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music (BFA ‘15) and a
Current Resident of NYC.

BARON FENWICK

JOSHUA MHOON 
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Praised as “...a pianist, whose playing is defined by high level of
intelligence and brilliant technique”, pianist Artyom Pak has
successfully performed in the United States of America, Europe, and
Central Asia as a soloist and a collaborative pianist. Mr. Pak is a winner
of several prestigious international piano competitions.
Born in Tashkent, Mr. Pak played his first solo recital at the age of 9.
After graduating with honors from Uspensky Specialized Lyceum,
where he studied with Elmira Mirkasimova (solo) and Tamara Borisova
(collaborative piano), Mr. Pak received a full scholarship to study at
Mannes School of Music in New York, where he had completed his
Undergraduate and Master’s degrees, studying with Eteri
Andjaparidze. He graduated from Manhattan School of Music in 2022,
majoring in vocal collaborative piano under the guidance of Warren
Jones, receiving Professional Studies certificate. Mr. Pak is an
alumnus of Merola opera program (2022); in 2024, he was a member of
Young Artist Program at The Glimmerglass festival. Mr. Pak is
currently serving as a Piano Fellow in Marcus Institute for Vocal Arts
at The Juilliard School. 

MAGDALENA KUZMA
Polish American soprano Magdalena Kuźma is rapidly gaining
recognition for her vibrant voice and compelling stage presence.
Critics have lauded her "star quality" and "shining, free, and lustrous"
voice. This season, she returns to the Metropolitan Opera as
Papagena in The Magic Flute and makes her role debut as Bubikopf in
Der Kaiser von Atlantis with the New World Symphony and Louisville
Orchestra. She will also perform in a recital with the Cincinnati Song
Initiative and as the soprano soloist in Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 with
the Santa Rosa Symphony. A recent alumna of the Metropolitan
Opera's Lindemann Young Artist Development Program, Kuźma made
her mainstage debut at the Met in the 2023-2024 season as Giannetta
in L’elisir d’amore and Juliette in Roméo et Juliette at The
Glimmerglass Festival. She has also sung Sister Catherine in the
premiere of Dead Man Walking, Yvette in La Rondine, and Papagena in
The Magic Flute. Last summer, she debuted as Susanna in Le nozze di
Figaro at the Aspen Music Festival.
Kuźma's operatic roles include Pamina in Die Zauberflöte, Frasquita in
Carmen, and Adina in L’elisir d’amore. She is also an active recitalist,
having performed at Wigmore Hall and other prestigious venues. On
the concert stage, she was the soprano soloist in Mahler’s Symphony
No. 4 with the Richmond Symphony. 

ARTYOM PAK
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Franscesco Patti began his musical journey at the age of five with
the piano. After years of studying the piano, he discovered jazz at the
age of 12 and decided to play the saxophone.
From the outset, he had the opportunity to participate in important
masterclasses and festivals, where he could study and engage with
internationally renowned artists.
He is a winner of several national and international awards, including
the “International Jazz Award Massimo Urbani,” “Premio Marco
Tamburini,” “Carinthian International Jazz Award,” and "Air - Artist
Residence" (in Lima, Perù). In 2012, he won a scholarship for the
“Berklee Five Week Program” at Berklee College of Music in Boston.
In 2016, he spent an extended period in the United States, between
Boston and New York, where he had the chance to collaborate with
internationally acclaimed musicians, including the well-known
saxophonist Harry Allen, with whom he undertook a tour in Italy.
He currently lives in New York, where in 2023 he recorded the album
“A Sound in Common,” featuring the internationally acclaimed
guitarist Peter Bernstein.
He has collaborated with internationally recognized musicians such
as: Peter Bernstein, Harry Allen, Stjepko Gut, Adam Arruda, Joseph
Ranieri, Francesco Cafiso, Dario Deidda, Flavio Boltro, Stefano
Bagnoli, Marcello Pellitteri, Roberto Gatto, Salvatore Bonafede.

FRANCESCO PATTI

For over four decades, pianist, composer, educator and bandleader
Michael Weiss has enjoyed a formidable career working in the bands
of a host of jazz giants, including Johnny Griffin, Art Farmer, George
Coleman, Jimmy Heath, Frank Wess, Slide Hampton, The Jazztet,
Lou Donaldson, Charles McPherson, Wynton Marsalis, Jon
Hendricks, and the Vanguard Jazz Orchestra. Wayne Shorter even
presented Weiss with the BMI/Monk Institute Composers
Competition grand prize. His latest recording, Persistence (Cellar
Live) was released in 2022.
“He can focus the intensity in a tune as well as any pianist in
mainstream jazz.” - The New York Times
"The songs simply smoke.” - The Detroit Free Press

MICHAEL WEISS
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THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND IN NEW YORK
POLISH&SLAVIC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
THE KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION
POLISH CULTURAL INSTITUTE IN NEW YORK
POLISH&SLAVIC CENTER
THE PLATTA LAW FIRM
LHOTSE CORP. ,  TRIDENT CONTRACTING
ELŻBIETA BAUMGARTNER
REALMUTO ALTA PASTICCERIA ITALIANA
PANINERIA NYC
RAMPOLDI  NYC

LIST OF
SPONSORS 
AND CLOSING
REMARKS 

S0LARZ BROS. PRINTING CORP.
P



MEDIA PATRONAGE:



“A kind heart is a fountain of gladness, 
making everything in its vicinity freshen into smiles.”

The most special thanks to Marco Di Natale (our IT engineer) 
and Cristina Di Natale (our graphic designer)

for their enormous help with this year’s festival 
and for their wonderful friendship. 

It is so rare to find people like them!

SPECIAL THANKS 
AND CLOSING
REMARKS
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