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The XXI INTERNATIONAL CHOPIN & FRIENDS FESTIVAL: “IN HONOR OF 
STANISLAW MONIUSZKO”

I dedicate this festival to the memory of Stanislaw Moniuszko – the father of 
Polish national opera in celebration of what would have been his 200 birthday.  
Mirroring Moniuszko’s deep patriotism – after completing my carrier as a 
principal ballet dancer and choreographer in my native Poland - I have dedi-
cated the last twenty plus years to promoting Polish art and artists in America. 

As I celebrated my 70th birthday this year, I reflect on the fact that change 
is inevitable and should be embraced and accepted. Autumn is a wonderful 
example of that, as leaves change color and fall off the branches, surrender-
ing to the coming of winter, they unintentionally make room for a rebirth in the 
spring. It is in fact, our human nature to evolve and change with time. As we 
grow older, we also grow wiser, and thus know when to let go of things and 
move on, making space for younger, fresh and excited individuals to shine. 
After over 20 years of our existence, it has come time for a rebirth of NYDAI. 
A time to embrace, change allowing some of my dear friends to retire from 
their board responsibilities as they embark on new adventures and welcom-
ing excited and talented new individuals to fulfill their passion through this 
charitable work. But, as we embark on this change of personnel, we remain 
true to our admirable mission of providing a unique international platform for 
Polish artists - both the renown and the novice - and a forum which introduces 
Polish audiences to artist from around the globe and allows for the promotion 
of Polish artists in the America. 

I would like to honor my dear friends who have resigned from the board of 
directors of NYDAI, for over 20 years of dedication and public service. A very 
special thank you is owed to Dr. Suzanne Walther and Dr. Eric Walther, who 22 
years ago sat at my dining room table, writing the bi-laws of NYDAI with me 
and helping this thriving organization come to life. I would also like to thank 
Ms. Arri Sendzimir and her family for their generous patronage over NYDAI 
– a patronage which added stability and prestige to us over the years. Also 
a warm thank you to Dr. Przemyslaw Moskal, who for many years served as 
NYDAI’s Artistic Director as well as the designer of NYDAI’s website; organizer 
of 3D and interactive art exhibitions; and exchanges with Polish University stu-
dents. Lastly, a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Agnieszka Zak – Moskal, who served 
as the Executive Director of NYDAI over the last two decades.  Under her lead-
ership, NYDAI received many prestigious grants and awards – for which I am 
forever grateful. All of the above-mentioned individuals share great passion 
for the Arts, which I’m sure they will carry with them in their future endeavors. 

As we turn over a new leaf as an organization, I am grateful to report that 
Anna Zak, will remain the Secretary of the Board of Directors, a role she has 
held from our beginnings till now. She will continue to provide organizational 
leadership and expertise to our new members as they embark on this exciting 
journey. In addition, two years ago in keeping with our international mission, 
we welcomed to the board of directors, Ahmed Wafik – a talented Egyptian 
architect and photographer - I am happy to report that he will remain in his 
role of Vice President, providing continued guidance and support.

Finally, I am thrilled to welcome new talented and knowledgeable board mem-
bers whose passion and vision will help guide NYDAI into a new era: Dr. Kinga 
Augustyn - a talented violinist - as a Vice President of the board of directors 
and the Artistic Director of NYDAI; Jakub Polaczyk – an innovative composer 
as a Vice President of the board of directors and the Director of New Music 
of NYDAI, as well as the organizer and judge of the International Composition 
Contest; and Lukasz Wronski - a businessman and world-renowned luthier – 
as the Treasure of the board of directors and the Executive Director of NYDAI.  

I am excited for this new phase in NYDAI’s existence and appreciative of the 
new members of the board of directors and the leaderships team, for their 
input, passion and hard work in making the XXI Festival a reality. 
I am of course tremendously obliged to our generous sponsors without whom 
NYDAI would not be able to thrive. A profound thank you to those sponsors, 
listed below, who have faithfully supported us over the last two decades:

• The Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in New York and  
Consul General Maciej Golubiewski

• Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union and Chairman Krzysztof  
Matyszczyk, as well as Bogdan Chmielewski, CEO

• Polish Slavic Center and President & CEO Bozena Kaminski

Finally, I would be remis if I didn’t thank all of you – our faithful audience – as 
it is you who makes all of this hard work worthwhile. Hearing the applause, as 
well as interacting with you all during the festival’s events reassures me that 
I have accomplished the goal I set out for NYDAI - to be a beacon for Polish 
artist and audiences. Together, we have successfully created an international 
platform allowing for a fluent cultural exchange and the promotion of Polish 
art in America. 

With sincere thanks and hope for a bright future,

Marian Zak
President and Founder
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When: 
Friday, November 8, 2019 at 7 PM

*Free Admission

Please arrive at 6:30 PM 

Seating is on a first-come-first-serve basis

Where: 

Consulate General of the  

Republic of Poland

233 Madison Avenue

(Jan Karski corner)

New York, NY 10016

GALA CONCERT: 
From grandeur to dance

Exhibition: Galeria Contemporary Posters
Kasia Gumpert - curator
Jan Sawka (1,2)
Hubert Hilscher (3)
Henryk Tomaszewski (4)
Waldemar Swierzy (5)
Roslaw Szaybo (6)

Mariusz Monczak – violin

123456

Ignacy Jan Paderewski (1860-1941)

Stanisław Moniuszko (1819-1872)

Fryderyk Chopin (1810-1849)

Grażyna Bacewicz (1909-1969) 

Joaquín Turina (1882 – 1949)

Ernesto Lecuona (1895 – 1963)

Enrique Granados (1867 – 1916)

Alberto Ginastera (1916 – 1983)     

Frederic Mompou (1893 – 1987)

Manuel de Falla (1876 – 1946)        

Sonata in A Minor, Op 13 for violin 
and piano
    1. Allegro con fantasia
    2. Intermezzo - Andantino
Dumka (transcription for violin and piano)

Waltz in A minor Op. Posth.
Prelude in E minor Op. 28, No. 4 

Waltz
Prelude

Danza de la Seduccion 
Sacro-monte 

La Comparsa
Malagueña 

Andaluza

Danza del viejo boyero (Dance of the 
Old Herdsman)
Danza del moza donosa (Dance of the 
Beautiful Maiden)
Danza del gaucho matrero (Dance of 
the Outlaw Cowboy)

Canción y danza No. 1

Danza del molinero (Miller's Dance)
Danza ritual del fuego (Ritual Fire Dance)

International Chopin & Friends Festival in Polish School of Posters’ art

Polish School of Posters (1945-89) is recognized as the best in contempo-
rary poster design, comparable to the genius of France’s La Belle Époque 
of the 1890s.  It changed the face of contemporary poster design forever 
and set the standard others follow - “whenever an American artist wants 
to be inspired by great work, he or she does not look inward, but still ad-
miringly looks out to Poland, where the masterpieces of poster art reside.”   
(Steven Heller, Senior Art Director, NY Times Book Review, NY Times, 
“Masters of Polish Poster Art”, 1995.)

Throughout the Cold War era, poster design flourished in Poland as artists 
were commissioned by the government to create posters, not only with so-
cial and political messages, but also and more prominently to promote the 
many aspects of the State-run cultural media: concerts, CYRK (the circus), 
exhibitions, film, jazz, music, opera, theater, etc.  From the end of World 
War II, when building sites throughout the country were enclosed with the 
wooden fences which became the gallery walls of the country, until the fall 
of Communism; the Soviet-controlled regime supported and encouraged 
poster art as not only the art of the street but also as the art of the nation. 

Jan Mlodozeniec (7)
Marian Stachurski (8)
Tadeusz Trepkowski (9)
Karol Sliwka (10)
Rafal Olbinski (11)

Robert Adamczak – piano
Katarzyna Musiał – piano
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The artists of the Polish School are represented in both public and private 
collections in the United States and internationally as well as many world-
class museums including the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco in San Francisco, Victoria & Albert 
Museum in London, and Musée de la Publicité, Le Louvre in Paris.

The three periods of Polish School of Posters are divided as follows:

• The First Generation (post-World War II) 
Two of the founding artists were Henryk Tomaszewski and 
Tadeusz Trepkowski. Each contributed to the Polish School’s 
unique style - the quick sketch, full of humor; concise composi-
tion a painter’s palette as well as the use of symbolism and 
surrealistic metaphors. 

• The Second Generation (the 1950s and 1960s) 
These artists, born in the 1920s and 1930s, include Hubert 
Hilscher, Jan Lenica, Jan Mlodozeniec, Karol Sliwka, Marian 
Stachurski, Waldemar Swierzy and Roslaw Szaybo. They con-
tinued the work of the First Generation, but in a more restrained, 
intellectual style; often favoring abstraction or drawing upon the 
fantastic and surreal. 

• The Third Generation (the 1960s-1980s) 
Born during and after World War II, these artists include Rafal 
Olbinski and Jan Sawka. They introduced more aggressive 
designs intended to surprise, provoke or disturb the viewers’ 
beliefs and values; frequently using camouflage and commonly 
understood ironies to communicate surreptitiously with the 
public. This generation firmly established the Polish School of 
Posters’ reputation throughout the international art community.

Spend time pondering these wonderful posters!  Discover their beauty, 
their superb visual language as well as the artists' and/or your own 
interpretation of the messages residing below the surface of the beautiful 
imagery!

*Contemporary Posters - a division of Prior Products Inc., a New York com-
pany founded in 1933 - specializes in the art of the golden age of the Polish 
School of Posters (1945-89).   The posters are all original limited-edition 
posters; and, like all fine vintage posters, posters are archival linen-backed 
- a labor-intensive process which maintains a poster's integrity. Posters 
can be viewed at www.contemporaryposters.com

contact info: Contemporary Posters, Ylain G Mayer (212) 724-7722 art@
contemporaryposters.com 

Mariusz Monczak | violin - After arriving to the 
North American continent, he studied in New York 
and Montreal, where he got a Masters and 
Doctorate degree in Music. Presently, he has an 
active concert career. He has played in most 
renowned halls such as Carnegie Hall and Avery 

Fischer Hall Lincoln Center in New York, Place des Arts in Montreal, and 
Union Hall in Rotterdam, The Moscow Conservatory Hall. As a soloist and 
chamber musician he has performed in many international festivals in 
China, Brasil, Switzerland, Spain, Ukraine, Serbia, Slovakia, Germany, 
Romania Netherlands and Italy. He was a soloist with numerous orches-
tras, such as Montreal Chamber Orchestra, Young Virtuosi of Montreal, 
Nouvel Ensemble Moderne, Concordia Symphony Orchestra, Brandenburg 
Symphony Orchestra, Amadeus Polish Radio Chamber Orchestra, 
Kosciuszko Festiwal Orchestra, as well as the Zielona Góra, Bialystok, 
Toruń, Kalisz, Łomżą and Sudecka Symphonic Orchestras. He has also 
performed with outstanding musicians and cooperated with contemporary 
composers such as: Henryk Mikolaj Gorecki, Krzysztof Penderecki, Denis 
Gougeon, André Prévost and others. He made many world premieres, most 
of which have been recorded by Canadian radio stations Radio Canada and 
CBC2 in Toronto. He records for radio, television and on CD for SNE, 
Concordia Records, Castalia and Dux. He's the founder and artistic director 
of several music festivals in Poland and Canada. During the Woodstock 
Festival in 2005 in Kostrzyn nad Odra, his String Orchestra "Kostrinella" 
performed twice on the Big Stage, playing Summer from the Four Seasons 
and Orawa by Wojciech Kilar. For many years he was violin teacher at 
College Platon in Montreal. Presently he is giving lecture and master 
classes at Universities in Canada, Poland, Brasil and Music Conservatories 
in Russia and Italy. 

Program 
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(1) Sawka, Jan (1946-2012)
Int'l Chopin & Friends Festival 

(1999) 27"x39" $100 
[not linen-backed]

(2) Sawka, Jan (1946-2012)
Jazz on the Odra’72 

(1971) 26.5”x37” $400 
[linen-backed]

(3) Hilscher, Hubert (1924-1999)
XVII Int’l Music Festival, Warsaw 

Autumn (1973)
27"x39" $425 [linen-backed]

CENSOR'S SIGNATURE

(4) Tomaszewski, Henryk (1914-2005)
10th Int'l Chopin Piano Competition  

(1979) 26.5”x38” $350
[linen-backed]

(5) Swierzy, Waldemar (1931-2013)
Falstaff (1974) 
26"x38" $300 
[linen-backed]

(6) Szaybo, Roslaw (1933-2019)
Jazz Jamboree '87 – 29th 
Int’l Jazz Festival (1987) 

26.5"x38" $325 
[linen-backed]
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(7)Mlodozeniec, Jan (1929-2000) 
Giselle (1985) 
26"x38.5" $375 
[linen-backed]

(8) Stachurski, Marian (1931-1980)
2 clowns, sax & violin bow (1972) 

27"x39  $375 
[linen-backed]

(9) Trepkowski, Tadeusz (1914-1954) 
5th Int’l Chopin Piano 

Competition (1954) 
27"x39" $750 

[linen-backed; unframed]

(10) Sliwka, Karol (1932-2018)
10th Chopin Festival (1979) 

26"x38” $250 
[linen-backed; unframed]

(11) Olbinski Rafal (1943)
'all that music'... (c1980) 

27”x38.5” $275 
[linen-backed; unframed]
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Robert Adamczak piano - doctor of musical art. He 
graduated with distinction from the State Music 
High School in Kalisz and Academy of Music Karol 
Lipiński in Wrocław in the piano class of Witold 
Witkowski and the music doctoral studies under the 
direction of prof. Waldemar Andrzejewski at the 

Music Academy Ignacy Jan Paderewski in Poznan. Currently he is 
employed as a professor at the University of Adam Mickiewicz in Poznan. 
In parallel with his pedagogical work, he pursues artistic activities as a 
soloist and chamber musician. He cooperated, among others with the 
Kalisz Philharmonic Orchestra ( Grammy Winner). He gave many concerts 
as in different chamber ensembles, among others with clarinetist Marek 
Maciejewski and violinist Mariusz Monczak and Heghine Mkrtchyan. He has 
performed in Piano Duet with pianist Dorota Szczepaniak and with 
saxophonist Robert Matuszewski and prof. Lawrence Nail. He regularly 
performs at national and international festivals, among others in Spain, 
Switzerland, Germany, Ukraine, Serbia, Turkey, Slovakia and China. 

Pianist Katarzyna Musiał regarded as “a major 
talent, blessed with astounding technique and an 
interpretive panache” by the Chicago Classical 
Review, has performed as a soloist, recitalist and 
chamber musician throughout North America, 
Europe, Asia and Africa. Her playing has been 

described by the New York Concert Review as “a pure delight... wonderfully 
evocative... vividly detailed”. Her interpretations “plumbed emotional 
depths with harmonic coloring”. Ms. Musiał has been characterized by the 
Beijing Press as a pianist who “has entranced her audience with her 
brilliant musical skills”. Fanfare Magazine affirms: “If an artist is able to 
project charisma through her playing, Musiał is proof that it’s possible”.

In addition to having won First Prize at the Bradshaw & Buono International 
Piano Competition (New York), Ms. Musiał was also a prize winner at the 
Krzysztof Penderecki International Competition of Contemporary Chamber 
Music (Cracow), the Kay Meek Competition (Vancouver), as well as a recipi-
ent of the Alban Berg Prize for outstanding merit (Vienna) and the Philip 
Cohen Award for outstanding performance and musicianship (Montreal).

Recent highlights include performances at Carnegie Hall as well as at the 
International Beethoven Festival (Chicago), Chopin Festival (Mariánské 
Lázneě), Festival Octobre musical (Tunis), Festival Musicale delle Nazioni 
(Rome), Music in the Mountains Festival (California) and the Festival of 
Polish Composers under the auspices of Henryk Mikołaj Górecki. Other 
major engagements include a seven-city tour of China, performance at the 
Vancouver Olympic Games as well as concerto performances with the New 
York Camerata, Chicago Prometheus Chamber Orchestra, Toronto Sinfo-
nietta, Orchestre Symphonique de L’Isle, Orchestre Classique de Montreal, 
Imperial Orchestra, Ensemble Arkea and Bielsko Festival Orchestra, with 
which she opened the International Bach Festival.

Her last album, My Spanish Heart, received rave reviews. “Whether playing 
Albéniz, Granados, Turina, Mompou or de Falla, she takes to the idiomatic 
rhythms like a flamenco dancer, delivering characteristic Spanish melodic 
snaps as if her keyboard had castanets”, as described by WholeNote Maga-
zine. The album was selected as “CD of the Week” by KDFC in San Fran-
cisco and by KUSC in Los Angeles as well as reaching the top 10 and top 5 
classical music albums charts in North America. My Spanish Heart builds 
upon her previous successful recording Come Dance with Me, which was 
played on over 100 radio stations; including the BBC (UK), CBC (Canada), 
WQXR, WFMT, WGBH – “CD of the Week” (USA) to name a few.

Ms. Musial, a Steinway Artist, enchants audiences with her repertoire 
that showcases many different styles spanning from baroque to modern. 
Selected venues include among others the Warsaw National Philharmonic 
Hall, Cracow Philharmonic Hall, Warmia-Mazuria Philharmonic Hall, 
Shanghai Oriental Art Center, Tianjin Grand Theatre, Chan Centre in Van-
couver, Isabel Bader Theatre in Toronto, Place des Arts in Montreal, Royal 
Palace La Granja in Madrid, Hatch Recital Hall in Rochester as well as Weill 
Recital Hall in New York.

Ms. Musial is also the Founder and Artistic Director of the Stella Musica 
Festival which aims to promote women in music. The Festival will celebrate 
its sixth edition in 2020.
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Ms. Musial holds a Master’s degree with high honours from the Academy 
of Music in Cracow under Professor Stefan Wojtas, as well as an Art-
ist Diploma from the Vancouver Academy of Music under Professor Lee 
Kum-Sing and a Diploma in Advanced Music Performance Studies from 
Montreal’s Concordia University under Professor Anna Szpilberg and Philip 
Cohen - her mentor for many years.

She is a recipient of grants from the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity, 
Institute Adama Mickiewicza, Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec – 
Vivacité Montréal, and Vancouver Chopin Society, among others.

Kasia Gumpert is a curator of visual arts programming at 
New York Dance & Arts Innovations (NYDAI). 

Gumpert has curated the exhibition:  International Chopin 
& Friends Festival in Polish School of Posters’ art at the 
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland. The posters in 
this exhibition from the collection of Contemporary Posters 

gallery were chosen both: to enhance the theme of the International Chopin 
& Friends Festival and to showcase innovative artists who emulate Chopin 
in uniting the traditional and the contemporary in all forms of art and to 
represent  the diversity of the art of the Polish School of Posters.

Kasia Gumpert curated the exhibition of  Alicja Gaskon’s Dividing Lines 
and Asia Sztencel’s Personal Landscapes at the Polish Slavic Center. Gas-
kon’s conceptual paintings focus on combining the social impact of dividing 
lines in the context of political borders. On the other hand, Sztencel‘s paint-
ings explore the possibility of dividing the landscape in narrative approach 
related to personal experience. The exhibition will be followed by the still 
life and landscape paintings of Jolanta Agata Krzanowska.

Gumpert has provided the curatorial consulting for the exhibition of the 
artist Monika Sosnowski’s Preludes: A selection of photographs. For this 
occasion, Monika Sosnowski wish showcase selections of photographs act-
ing as visual preludes from her range of projects will be on view. 

Kasia Gumpert (b. Poland) is a visual artist and an independent curator. 
Her practice focuses on curating and managing the arts to forge networks 
between artists and cultural institutions. Her fields of interests are: pho-
tography, painting, installation and time based media.

She graduated with a BFA in Art and Film Studies from Hunter College in 
New York (2010) and received her MFA in Advanced Photographic Studies  
from the International Center of Photography – Bard College in New York 
(2014). Kasia has been a recipient of the Director’s Fellowship at Inter-
national Center of Photography (NY),  LILHA Residency (Nayarit, Mexico) 
and received an Award of Excellence as Visiting Artist at the University 
of Guadalajara (Guadalajara, Mexico).  She works at the Polish Cultural 
Institute in NY.

Gumpert's works have been exhibited internationally, including the shows 
at the International Center of Photography (NY), Trestle Gallery (NY), Copro 
Gallery (Los Angeles) and Breve/Marso Gallery (Mexico City). She has also 
presented work  at the Museum of Modern Art (Warsaw, Poland), Neue 
Galerie (Augsburg, Germany), Fresh From Polish Paradise - Tbilisi Photo 
Festival (Tbilisi, Georgia), Cosmos (Arles, France), and at Paris Photo (Paris, 
France).
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When: 
Saturday, November 9, 2019 at 7 PM

*Free Admission

Where: 

Polish and Slavic Center

177 Kent Street

Brooklyn, NY 11222

Exhibition:  
Alicja Gaskon, Painting
Asia Sztencel, Painting
Jolanta Agata Krzanowska, Painting
Kasia Gumpert, curator

Mario Forte Quartet and Małgorzata Staniszewska will perform a mix of 
jazz standards, as well as their own compositions. 

Mario Forte, violin
Jon Elbaz, piano
James Robbins, bass
Kayvon Gordon, drums
Małgorzata Staniszewska, vocal

Program:

JAZZ CONCERT: 
Improvisation 123456

Mario Forte (b. 1985)

Mario Forte 

Mario Forte 

Bob Berg  

Mario Forte 

Lee Konitz (b.1927) 

Malgorzata Staniszewska (b. 1974)/ 
lyrics by Karol Wojtyla (1920-2005)

Malgorzata Staniszewska, lyrics by 
Adam Asnyk 

Edgar Samson (1907- 1973)

Billy Strayhorn (1915-1967)

Russian dolls 

All the weird you are (arrangement 
of the jazz standard all the things 
you are)

TGV blues 

 
Friday night at the Cadillac Club 

Rent Party 

Subconscious Lee 

The Source  

One Heart 

Stompin’ at the Savoy (jazz standard)

Take the A train  (jazz standard)

Alicja Gaskon Dividing Lines

Alicja Gaskon uses lines and maps to tell stories 
about conflict, borders, migration and identity. 

In the Dividing Lines series, realized in such different 
media as painting, installation, video, sound and per-
formance, the artist focuses on the issues of segrega-

tion and human identity in the context of a given space and time. The work 
comes as the result of a deep social analysis and research and explores 
issues ranging from transnational boundaries, political structures, migra-
tion and displacement to the questions of belonging and national identity 
that have lately become the central dividing lines in the politics worldwide. 
The artist is particularly concerned with the issues of forced divisions and 
their long-term consequences.

In many of Alicja Gaskon’s works, mapping becomes a narrative process 
through which the artist investigates social and political spaces. In her 
projects she often uses military maps, satellite images, and statistical 
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data that she later translates into a reduced language that is still directly 
based on the collected information. Gaskon’s work often uses three colors: 
red, black and white. The selected infrastructure spaces, buildings and 
road networks are marked black. The red-and-white lines represent the 
two-tone universal patterns used for marking boundaries, crowd control 
barricades as well as other barriers. Because of her background in archi-
tecture, she often uses the line as her primary means of expression. By 
weaving lines in space in installations or using cartographic techniques in 
painting, the line either connects or divides, but it is always present.

Alicja Gaskon received her M.F.A. from the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw 
and is a graduate in Architecture (WSEiZ). Gaskon has received grants and 
residencies from the International Studio and Curatorial Program ISCP, 
NARS Foundation, Asylum Arts, IAM Program at the New York Foundation 
for the Arts NYFA, ArtSlant,  StartPoint Prize, and the Ministry of Culture, 
among others. 

Gaskon has been exhibited in numerous solo and group shows in Europe 
and North America, including: Central Museum of Textiles in Łódź, Balzer 
Projects in Basel, Lengyel Intézet in Budapest, gallery dr. julius ap in Ber-
lin, Galeria Labirynt in Lublin, Korean Cultural Center in New York, NARS 
Foundation in Brooklyn, EFA Project Space in New York, Le Guern Gallery 
in Warsaw, Artissima in Turin, Vienna Contemporary in Vienna, Noyes 
Museum of Art in Atlantic City, Saatchi Project at Saatchi Gallery in London, 
Times Square in New York (Chashama and Times Square Alliance), among 
others. She currently lives and works in New York.

Title: Dividing Lines; The Midpoint
Date:2017
Medium:enamel on canvas
Dimensions:  72’’x 60’’x 2”

This work presents one of the many existing midpoints of Europe. This one 
is the first one marked in 1775 in Poland by a royal astronomer and car-
tographer Szymon Sobiekrajski ( north-east Poland). Europe is dotted with 
at least a dozen of monuments marking the center of the continent. No 
fewer than eight different nations have claimed to own the exact geometric 
midpoint of Europe.

Title: Dividing Lines; The Railroads
Date: 2017
Medium: enamel on canvas
Dimensions:  40” x 47” x 1”

Title: Dividing Lines; Rostigraben 
( Fribourg )
Date: 2017
Medium: enamel on canvas
Dimensions:  40” x 47”
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Asia Sztencel  Personal Landscapes 
The Polish landscape first appeared as a subject in Sz-
tencel’s work in 2013. It is a subject she has returned 
to again and again. The landscape image is one that 
she approaches with a new sensibility and process. 
Printmaking has always been an important part of 
Sztencel’s artistic output. She has worked with print 

media since the early 2000s, using various traditional techniques. This 
series of 20”x30” monotypes on C-Prints, on wood panel were produced in 
the years 2013-2019. 

The images in this series are based on a number of photographic images 
the artist took with a cellphone while traveling by train during visits to 
Poland. Both nostalgic dreams and memories of past lived experience are 
captured in the blown-up cellphone images, which are then transformed by 
Sztencel’s original technique of monotype on C-Print.  
Sztencel’s own experience of the immigrant’s longing for the personal 
landscapes of childhood gives her work a kind of personal identity.  

Asia Sztencel is a Brooklyn-based social practice artist and first-gen-
eration Polish immigrant. Through a unique combination of innovative 
conceptual practices and traditional craft, her work offers a personal 
exploration inside the larger narrative of the immigration experience. She 
also examines themes of exile, memory, and longing. Sztencel engages 
different communities in her art projects in New York City, Los Angeles, and 
internationally.

In 2019 Sztencel brought public projects to audiences internationally in 
Poland, Los Angeles, and New York City. In Warszawa, Poland, her work 
was featured in a solo exhibition at The Bec Zmiana Foundation. In 2016 
Sztencel's project "You can't carry your landscape with you" was awarded 
a Grant Award for Artists, Polish Cultural Institute of NYC; Emigration 
Museum in Poland and Patronage, and the Consulate General of Poland, 
NYC, for the project Parcel from America. In 2015 she awarded a grant 
from Culture Shock Foundation, Warsaw, Poland for a workshop series in 
Greenpoint in collaboration with the Polish immigrant community; 2004 
Young Artist’s Scholarship, Mayor of Krakow Award, Krakow, Poland; 2003 
National Printmaking Competition, Second Place, Krakow, Poland. 
Artist residencies include: 2018 Artist-in-Residency, 18th Street Arts Cen-
ter, Santa Monica, LA; 2018 Artist-in-Residency, Burton Chace Park, Marina 
Del Rey  LA; 2017 Artist-in-Residence, Residency Unlimited, Brooklyn, NY; 
2017 Artist-in-Residence, The Hollows, Brooklyn, NY; 2016 Artist-in-Resi-
dence, Kurier Plus, Polish Weekly Newspaper, Brooklyn, NY; 2001 Founda-
tion Romualdo Del Bianco Residency, Florence, Italy. By special invitation in 
2020, she will present a new project at the City Art Gallery in Lodz, Poland.

Jolanta Agata Krzanowska was born and raised in 
Poland. She graduated from the Economic Studies in 
Krakow and has lived in the United States since 1999. 

Jolanta Agata’s naturalist paintings involve the true-to-life 
style of her surroundings:  flowers, landscapes, moun-
tains, water, rocks, stones, waterfalls and still life. 

Jolanta Agata Krzanowska has exhibited her paintings at over twenty ex-
hibitions. Her works can be viewed in New Jersey, New York and Pennsyl-
vania. A great number of paintings are in private collections and have been 
also donated to charitable foundations.
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Mario Forte has built and created a personal musical 
imprint, mixing popular and scholarly tradition, between 
classical, contemporary and jazz music. Mario Forte 
mainly worked as a leader during this last 5 years, of a 
very eclectic career.

Born native of Tlemcen (Algeria), raised between France and Italy by an 
adoptive family, Mario Forte started music at age of 3 and violin at 4. His 
life took a course of 22 consecutive years of musical training, through 5 
Conservatories, including the National Superior Conservatory of Paris 
where he finished his studies in 2010. He took classes with Didier Lock-
wood, Glenn Ferris, Dominique Juchors, Ida Haendel, and many others. 
Right after he was appointed music associate professor at the University 
of Lausanne (Switzerland), where he also created his second orchestral 
project, the String Lab Ensemble. 

Based today in New York City, Mario Forte is the current Z.Seifert interna-
tional violin competition 1st prize award winner. Mario lived in many differ-
ent places and played around 30 countries this past 10 years. His projects 
are emerging across all his travels and encounters that give place to a 
very eclectic career. In Morocco, he performed Arabic-Andalouz traditional 
music, and with Gnawa musician. In Mexico, he performed around 40 con-
certs with many local Jazz and Contemporary musicians. In New York City 
he developed project with the Brazilian percussionist Sergio Krakowski, 
and many other collaborations. In France, he collaborated with Jeremy 
Bruyère, recorded his 1st album with a large ensemble of more than 100 
musicians, and performed in many jazz festivals with - and in the band of 
- Richard Bona. In Switzerland, he lead the String Lab Ensemble project, 
and in 2015 he co-founded Artempo festival as artistic director, composer 
and performer. In Austria, he collaborated with the bassist Georg Brein-
schmid, in trio with the Bulgarian pianist Antony Donchev. Mario Forte also 
worked as a composer for movies, soundtracks and video performances. 

Kayvon Gordon was born and raised in Detroit. At 
age 13, he was taken under the mentorship of 
legendary trumpeter Marcus Belgrave. Later, he 
went on to study at the University of Michigan. 
Gordon has performed In Europe, Africa, South 
Asia, The United Arab Emirates, and North America. 

He has also had the honor of sharing the stage with Marcus Belgrave, Joe 
Lovano, Johnny O’Neal, Robert Hurst, Rodney Whitaker, Ravi Coltrane, 
Sullivan Fortner, and Wynton Marsalis, to name a few.

Jon Elbaz grew up in New Jersey and is now based in 
New York City. A tireless student of music, Jon is known 
for his vast repertoire as well as his unique voice as a 
composer. Since moving to the city he's had the 
opportunity to perform regularly in places like Fat Cat, 
Dizzy's Club, Smalls, Smoke, among others, with 
musicians Frank Lacy, Don Hahn, Greg Glassman, Stacy 
Dillard, and Aaron Burnett.

James Robbins is NYC based bassist and composer. He 
studied music privately throughout his childhood and 
attended Berklee College of Music on scholarship after 
high school. James has played with numerous renowned 
musicians and artists: Eric Lewis, Frank Lacey, Les Paul, 
Clarke Terry, Billy Taylor, James Moody, Kenny Werner, 

Gerald Clayton and many many more. He is currently working on his own 
projects.

Malgorzata Staniszewska has always been a musician 
and promoter of modern musical technique and 
performance. Her love for music began at an early age 
when she took up piano. Later on, she developed a 
passion for jazz and pursued her goals further by coming 
to America. After moving to the United States, she 
obtained her Master’s Degree at Conservatory of Music at 
Brooklyn College.

Since then she has been very active within the New York jazz scene. 
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Ms. Staniszewska has performed with countless ensembles at:  Smalls, 
Shrine, Cafe Vivaldi, and  the Kurier Plus gallery, El Taller, and El Barrio 
Gallery. Margo, as she is also known, has been extensively involved in 
many church’s programs of music and performance. The parishes at St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church in Greenpoint, St. Rose of Lima Church of Brook-
lyn, and St. John The Baptist Church in Midtown Manhattan are among the 
churches graced by the presence of Ms. Staniszewska.
 
Malgorzata also performs regularly with the New York Lyric Opera. She has 
done numerous shows with them at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Sym-
phony Space, and the National Opera Center. She sung the role of Arnalta 
in “L’Incoronazione di Poppea”, Madame de la Halltiere  in “Cendrillon”, and 
the role of Nicklause in Les Contes d’Hoffmann. Malgorzata is a member of 
Polish Theatre Institute in the USA where she has played numerous roles 
in shows in New York and Poland. She has also performed with choir of the 
Poznan Opera House and  in Luxembourg.

Malgorzata has sung the solo parts in “Missa Pro Pace” by F. Nowowiejski 
at the National Philharmonic House in Warsaw, Poland. She also com-
posed her music: Jazz works and Missa Christus Rex where she combined 
Classical Music with Jazz. At the present time, she is a candidate studying 
for her Doctoral Degree in Composition at Five Towns College in Dix Hills, 
New York. At the same time, she studies alongside Theo Bleckmann who 
arranged her composition of “Missa Christus Rex” for voice, organ and jazz 
ensemble.

PSCPSC
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When: 
Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 7 PM

*Free Admission

Please arrive at 6:30 PM

Seating is on first-come-first-serve basis

Where: 

Consulate General of the  

Republic of Poland

233 Madison Avenue

(Jan Karski corner)

New York, NY 10016

Exhibition:
Monika Sosnowski, photography
Kasia Gumpert, curator

Four Corners Ensemble:
Joshua Anderson, clarinet
Christina Adams, violin
Erika Boysen, flute
Annie Jeng, piano
Horcio Contreras, cello

Guest artists:
Clara Kim, violin
Giancarlo Latta, violin 
Justyna Giermola, soprano
Helen Haas, mezzo-soprano
Jakub Polaczyk, piano & conductor
Jasper Heymann, piano 

Program:

Ada Gentile (b. 1947)                Prelude for Piano (hommage a F. Chopin)

Fryderyk Chopin (1810-1849)               Polonaise in F Sharp Minor, Op. 44

Stanisław Moniuszko (1819-1872)       Polonaise No.3 in E Flat Major 

Stanisław Moniuszko (1819-1872)       Aria: Ha,Dzieciátko umiera
       (Ha, the child is dying) from the 
                         Act IV of "Halka"
Reza Vali (b. 1952)                Love Songs                                                                                                                                         

Tomas Peire Serrate (b. 1979)               Five Haiku 
(First Prize Winner of the 2nd New 
Vision International Composition 
Competition in the vocal category)

Jakub Polaczyk (b. 1983)               Fragments from Home (2019)   
                (World Premiere)

Charles Peck (b. 1988)              Splinter 
(First Prize Winner of the 2nd New 
Vision International Composition 
Competition in the instrumental category)

Shuying Li (b. 1989)               Who Married Star Husbands - opera 

Stanisław Moniuszko (1819-1872)      Pieśń Wieczorna (The Song at Dusk)

New Vision - 2nd International Composition Competition Results
 Today during the concert we are going to hear some pieces by S. Moniuszko, 
F. Chopin and brand new pieces by the living contemporary composers in 
dialogue to those Polish masters. The 21st International Chopin and Friends 
Festival and Four Corners Ensemble announced the Second International 
“New Vision” Composition Competition. Submitted 76 compositions were 
judged by a screening panel of: Jakub Polaczyk (composer and pianist, 
New Music Director of Chopin and Friends Festival, faculty at the New York 
Conservatory of Music), Reza Vali (Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh), 
Shuying Li (Artistic Director of Four Corners Ensemble, Research Faculty at 
Shanghai Conservatory of Music), and members of Four Corners Ensemble 
(Erika Boysen, flute, Assistant Professor at the University of North Carolina-
Greensboro; Joshua Anderson, clarinet, Assistant Professor at the University 

NEW VISIONS OF MONIUSZKO 
Words in music 123456

of Nevada-Reno; Christina Adams,  Froehlich Family Violin Chair in the Ann 
Arbor Symphony Orchestra, and Annie Jeng, piano, Assistant Professor at 
the University of North Carolina-Greensboro). This year edition of the fes-
tival is focuses on the father of polish opera - STANISŁAW MONIUSZKO for 
whom program and words were very important. The chosen compositions 
are  relate to some of the themes used in his music: love, daily life, faith, or 
are related to the national or folklore syndrome in the music.  Two of the 
winning works are going to be performed tonight by 4 Corners Ensemble 
and each will receive $300 cash prize. The Second and Third Prize recipi-
ents will receive honorary diplomas. These composers prove that ideas in 
the music of Stanisław Moniuszko are still alive. Congratulations to all of 
the winners!

Vocal Category:

First Prize: Five Haiku by Tomas Peire Serrate
Second Prize: Yeomwon by June Young (Will) Kim
Third Prize: Oh My Beloved by Andrew List & The Breeze at Dawn by Amy 
Gordon (tie)

Instrumental Category:

First Prize: Splinter by Charles Peck
Second Prize: The sound of your solitude and mine by Eugene Alexander 
Birman
Third Prize: Rafflesia by Young Jun Lee

Jakub Polaczyk
New Music Director of Chopin and Friends Festival

Monika Sosnowski Preludes: A selection of photographs 

Yes
even when I don’t believe
there is a place in me
inaccessible to unbelief
a patch of wild grace
a stubborn preserve
impenetrable
pain untouched sleeping in the body
music that builds its nest in silence  
         (Anna Kamieńska, “Lack of Faith”)

Monika Sosnowski is a Polish-American visual artist based 
in New York. Born in Detroit, Michigan, she grew up in 
Poland and United States. The duality of this experience has 
strongly influenced her artistic sensibility. 

Working primarily in the tradition of straight photography 
she contemplates the nature of being in time and place. In 

her long-term projects she explores the intricacies of perception and the 
response to given phenomena as effected by personal experience. 

Her subject matter is the everyday wonder evoked through a combination 
of landscape, still life, and portraiture. Themes of loss, the fleeting, fickle-
ness of memory, patterns of chance, possibilities of fate, and a fragmented 
self echo throughout. Desiring coherence she looks for traces – presence 
in absence and absence in presence; the in-between and the beauty it 
reveals.

Monika Sosnowski has been a Visiting Artist at Bennington College in Ben-
nington, VT and at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy, NY. 
Her work has been exhibited at, among others, LABspace, Hillsdale, NY; 
Smack Mellon Gallery and 111 Front Street Galleries, both in Brooklyn, NY; 
Eyes on Main Street, Wilson, NC; AC Institute, NYC; The Arts Center Gallery 
in Saratoga Springs, NY; Ferrin Gallery and Storefront Artist Project, both 
in Pittsfield, MA; Gallery 51 in North Adams, MA; and Sohn Fine Art Gallery 
in Stockbridge, MA. 

Monika Sosnowski received an MFA in Photography from Hunter College 
in New York City. She is an Adjunct Professor at Hudson County Com-
munity College, she has also taught photography at IS183 – Art School of 
the Berkshires and is a Teaching Assistant at the International Center of 
Photography in NYC. She is married to the artist Peter Dudek. They have a 
wonder dog named Ruby.
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The projects include:

Nature of Seeing: A meditation on perception, presence and memory. As 
a visual notation of being in a particular place and time, this work is about 
looking, looking for, looking at, and looking again and again while being 
seduced by the splendor of light and wonder. The images are shaped by 
time and circumstances between the moment captured through the lens 
to when finally manifested as photographs (objects and otherwise). What 
is first noticed and observed gets extrapolated and its meaning considered 
as an interplay between narrative and abstract aspects.

Tenderness: A journey through mourning and search for meaning. When 
my mother died after a courageous but painful struggle with cancer I was 
left with a profound sense of loss and inconsolable grief. Her passing cre-
ated an unimaginable void in my life. This difficulty was intensified by the 
awareness that with her gone I lost the most important connection and key 
to a complex and unknown past.

I was left with traces; the remains of a life lived in all its messy human-
ness and the consequences of an illness destroying every semblance of 
normalcy. After some time I began to going through what my mother left 
behind. I found both comfort and at times unthinkable heartache perusing 
what constituted her daily life once. In the old snapshots, letters, torn out 
articles, clothes, all things to be sorted I sought helpful hints to clarify my 
incomplete memories, unresolved emotions and awkward questions. 
This work is about finding a way out of grief and search for truth.

Fragments of Solitude: A poetic documentation on what shapes one’s 
identity and a sense of belonging. Spurred by a series of mishaps and an 
episode of experiencing a most profound loneliness during a trip to Poland, 
the place of my childhood. Fragments of Solitude is about looking for miss-
ing pieces and confronting half-truths, as well as about wanting to reclaim 
all the fragments which shape one’s life in ways obvious and not. It asks: 
is nostalgia a longing for a past that existed or for a past that could have 
been but wasn’t? Who and what can be trusted?

Field Guide to Ars Oblivionalis (Preamble: A Return to Places): 
“The secret has been lost, and lost for good, it seems.” (Maurice Merleau-
Ponty)

A photography and mixed media project exploring memory, perception and 
identity. Intended as a mapping out of disparate as well as related frag-
ments of a story, the project is comprised of real, imagined, and suppos-
edly historical moments. Places and elements are reconfigured. The story 
unfolds as it is being discovered. 

Sifting through memory’s detritus awakens echoes of imprints time cannot 
erase. But how is one to know what is real when both personal and collec-
tive memory is fickle? Finding echoes of what is familiar in new settings 
prompts further analysis and search for answers. 

Going back. 
Going back further. 
Going back with the hope there is a point of return. 

Photograph as proof our DNA is also shaped by circumstances outside of us.

 
Shuying Li - Composer & Artistic Director
Praised as “a real talent here waiting to emerge” 
(Seattle Times), Shuying Li is an award-winning 
composer whose compositions have been per-
formed by Seattle Symphony Orchestra, Orpheus 
Chamber Orchestra, New Jersey Symphony 

Orchestra, Argus Quartet, American Lyric Theater, Orkest de ereprijs 
(Netherlands), Norfolk Contemporary Ensemble, Avanti! Chamber Orches-
tra (Finland), ICon Arts Ensemble (Romania), Cecilia Quartet (Canada), 
Donald Sinta Quartet, 15.19. Ensemble (Italy), Ascanio Quartet (Italy), Atlas 
Ensemble (Netherlands), University of Cincinnati Wind Orchestra, Hartt 
Wind Ensemble, etc. 

Once Upon A Time Puddle Reflection

Remain Untitled

Weeds Yellow Buds

The Way Things Are Looking In Through A Glass Door

Shuying has received awards from The International Huangzi Composition 
Competition, The New Jersey Composers’ Guild, The American Prize, the 
Michigan Music Teachers Association Commissioned Composer Competi-
tion, the NAfME Composers Competition, the Melta International Composi-
tion Competition, the Foundation for Modern Music’s International Robert 
Avalon Composition Competition, the MacDowell Club of Milwaukee Young 
Composer Competition, and the International J. Dorfman Composition 
Competition, among others. She was the Composer in Residence at the 
American Lyric Theater’s 2017-18 Season, as well as for the Romania 
ICon Arts Festival during summer 2014. For more information, please visit 
http://www.shuyingli.com.

"Who Married Star Husbands" is a short operetta based on a Mik'maq 
indigenous legend of two sisters who find themselves in the world above 
the sky while wishing on stars. This retelling examines the bonds between 
siblings, the tenuous nature of relationships and marriage, and what it 
means to truly shine. "The river breaks and we on its banks must choose 
a path. Where we go could be years of ecstasy, we could be a legend of the 
best desire. Libretto by Kenzie Allen 

Erika Boysen - Flute & Director of Development
Through an accomplished career as speaker, solo per-
former, chamber musician, and pedagogue, flutist Erika 
Boysen is among classical music and interdisciplinary per-
formance’s leading innovators. Referred to as “The Moving 
Flutist” for performing her instrument in tandem with dance 
choreography, she has been invited in Europe, Asia, and by 
over a dozen US states to perform in recital, teach master 

classes, and lead creative workshops.
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 Whenever possible, Ms. Boysen believes in combining the power of music, 
movement, and theater to create. Her career includes performances and 
premieres of  new and existing work from composers like Kate Soper, Toru 
Takemitsu, and Jane Rigler. With highlight showcases in multiple years of 
the National Flute Association Convention, Boysen has earned international 
recognition, including features on The Flute View and Flute Talk.

A native of Iowa, Dr. Erika Boysen is based in North Carolina, where she 
serves as Assistant Professor of Flute at the University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro (UNCG). She holds a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the 
University of Michigan, and has three albums to her name, including the 
upcoming release of Listening to Movement, a video album-concept on 
mobile app. Learn more by visiting erikaboysen.com.

Joshua Anderson - Clarinet & Director of Programming
Joshua Anderson is an active orchestral and chamber 
musician and has given performances in such venues 
as Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center's David Geffen Hall. 
Joshua currently holds the position of Principal Clarinet 
with the Reno Philharmonic and has played under the baton 
of such conductors as Valery Gergiev and Peter Oundjian. 

As a chamber musician, Joshua has performed internationally alongside 
members of the New York and Berlin Philharmonic Orchestras. He is a 
member of the Four Corners Ensemble, which was recently in residence at 
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, and is an artist member of the Jimo 
Ancient City Chamber Music Festival in Qingdao, China. Additionally, he 
is currently a member of the International Clarinet Festival 2020 Artistic 
Leadership Team, which is preparing for the ICA 2020 Festival in Reno, 
Nevada.

Joshua has taught lessons for the University of Michigan and Yale Uni-
versity, and has worked as a teaching artist for Yale's Music in Schools 
Initiative, the MPulse Clarinet Institute, the Flatirons Chamber Music 
Festival Young Artist Program, and the Lake Tahoe Music Camp. He cur-
rently serves on the faculty of the University of Nevada, Reno as Assistant 
Professor of Clarinet.

Joshua attended the Interlochen Arts Academy and holds degrees from 
the Peabody Conservatory, the Yale University School of Music, and the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He is a Backun Artist and performs on 
Backun Lumiere Clarinets. 

Christina Adams - Violin
U.S. violinist Christina Adams appears frequently as a solo-
ist, chamber, and orchestral musician. She has collaborated 
with leading artists from around the country, including 
New York Philharmonic principals Frank Huang, Michelle 
Kim, Cynthia Phelps, and Carter Brey, and has performed 
throughout the U.S., Europe, and Asia. Adams currently 
holds the Froehlich Family Violin Chair in the Ann Arbor 

Symphony Orchestra, and is the artistic director of "If Music Be the Food...
Lansing," a concert series that benefits the Greater Lansing Food Bank 
(www.ifmusicbethefood.com). She also maintains a private studio of violin 
and viola students, and spends her summers in Italy as the Assistant 
Director of Strings and Chamber Music at the Brancaleoni International 
Music Festival.
Adams holds degrees from the University of South Florida (Dr. Carolyn 
Stuart), Boston University (Bayla Keyes), and a DMA from the University of 
Michigan (Aaron Berofsky). For more information, visit christinaadamsvln.
com.

Horacio Contreras - Cello
Venezuelan cellist Horacio Contreras is a faculty member 
of Lawrence University in Wisconsin and the Music Institute 
of Chicago. He is an active concert cellist, recitalist, and 
chamber musician, and has performed as a soloist with 
several of Venezuela’s top orchestras, as well as with 

orchestral ensembles in Colombia, France, and the US. He has been invited 
to teach master classes at schools of music including Michigan, Juilliard, 
Oberlin, Indiana University at Bloomington, and renown programs in Latin 
America. He is the author of the cello adaptation of Ronald Vamos’ Exer-

cises in Various Combinations of Double-Stops, published by Carl Fischer, 
as well as other pedagogic works and scholarly articles.
Horacio is a member of the Reverón Piano Trio, an all-Venezuelan en-
semble devoted to the divulgation of Latin American repertoire for piano 
trio. He started his cello studies at El Sistema in Venezuela, and made 
further studies in France and Spain. He holds a Masters and a Doctorate 
degrees from the University of Michigan. For more information, please visit 
horaciocontreras.com

Annie Jeng - Piano & Educational Programming 
Coordinator
Annie Jeng enjoys a diverse career as an internation-
ally active performer, educator, and arts entrepreneur. 
She has performed widely in such settings as the 

Brancaleoni International Music Festival in Italy, the Kennedy Center, Spain, 
and China. Annie’s essential goal as an artist is to make communities rich-
er and more meaningful through the arts. Her projects include concert se-
ries at the Ann Arbor Distilling Company and facilitating music workshops 
in Michigan’s prisons through the Prison Creative Arts Project. In 2018, 
Annie received the Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship from the University of 
Michigan to create a pedagogical resource featuring commissioned works 
by female composers that introduce contemporary piano techniques to 
young pianists. She received her DMA in Piano Performance and Pedagogy 
at University of Michigan under the mentorship of Logan Skelton and John 
Ellis. Annie currently works at University of North Carolina Greensboro as 
Assistant Professor of Piano and Piano Pedagogy. 

Guest artists:
Clara Kim (in Reza Vali’s piece)
Adventure and collaboration are at the heart of violinist 
Clara Kim’s multi-faceted career as new music performer 
and chamber musician.  By commissioning, premiering, and 
championing works from living composers, Clara has quick-
ly established herself at the forefront of her generation in 
the interpretation of contemporary music.  She has worked 
with some of today’s most imaginative musical voices such 

as Christopher Theofanidis, Augusta Read Thomas, and the Sleeping Giant 
Collective, and has premiered several new concertos written for her.  

Clara is the first prize winner of the 2012 International Solo Violin Compe-
tition in Cremona, Italy, and also won the MPrize Chamber Arts Competi-
tion and the Concert Artists Guild Competition as a member of the Argus 
Quartet.  As a chamber musician, she has performed at venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, Jordan Hall, Lincoln Center, and Amsterdam’s Concertge-
bouw.

Giancarlo Latta (in Reza Vali’s piece)
Fiercely committed to the music of our time, violinist and 
composer Giancarlo Latta is interested in the intersec-
tion and convergence of music old and new, a passion he 
explores principally as a member of the acclaimed New 
York-based Argus Quartet. He has worked with dozens of 
composers both young and established, including Mario 
Davidovsky, George Lewis, Aaron Jay Kernis, and Anna 

Thorvaldsdottir, and has been heard in venues as diverse as the Rothko 
Chapel (Houston), Royal Albert Hall (London) as part of the BBC Proms, and 
Neubad (Lucerne, Switzerland), a multipurpose performance space in a 
former public swimming pool. Recent highlights include duo performances 
with flutist Claire Chase, the U.S. premiere of Liza Lim’s opera Tree of 
Codes at the Spoleto Festival USA, and residencies at Yellow Barn and 
Avaloch Farm. Giancarlo studied with Paul Kantor at Rice University and 
Almita Vamos at the Music Institute of Chicago.

Four Corners Ensemble
The Four Corners Ensemble (4CE) is a non-profit organization with 501(c)
(3) status. It was founded to promote contemporary classical music 
and cultural diversity. With members originally from different countries 
and cultural backgrounds, 4CE is dedicated to the mission of cultivating 
diversity and international collaboration through creating and performing 
contemporary music with musicians from different cultures, and bringing 
high-quality concert experience to a variety of communities around the 
globe. 
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Founded in 2017, 4CE has been featured in collaborated with the Hartford 
Opera Theater, the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, and has also initiated 
the first Operation Opera festival at the University of Michigan where 
the premiered 8 contemporary operas with musicians coming from all 
over the world in May 2018. During the 2018-2019 Season, 4CE has been 
presented as the ensemble-in-residence at the 20th International Chopin 
& Friends Festival in New York, and has performed at the Carnegie Hall’s 
Weill Recital Hall (NY), the Polish Consulate-General New York, Arete 
Venue and Gallery, University of Hartford (CT), University of Michigan (MI), 
and Kerrytown Concert House (MI). In May 2019, 4CE traveled to China 
for the inaugural Jimo Ancient City International Classical Music Festival 
in Qingdao, as well as residencies at the Qingdao University of Science 
and Technology and Shanghai Conservatory of Music to perform its core 
project, “World Map Concerti Series."

4CE future engagements include residencies at the International Chopin 
and Friends Festival sponsored by New York Dance & Arts Innovation, the 
"World Map Concerti Series” Album recording and release, and its 2019-20 
Season program, “Migration,” which drives the exchange of diverse ideas, 
serving as a catalyst for a more universal understanding of what it means 
to be human. For more information, please visit https://www.fourcorner-
sensemble.org. 

Justyna Giermola
Born in Poland, soprano Justyna Giermola  brings a 
traditional European flavor to opera with layered, luxu-
riant voice, and striking beauty. The critics called her 
a soprano with a “rich, velvety timbre” and her per-

formances described as “sparkling and pristine”. Coming up, the versatile 
soprano has several debut of both new works and new roles. She will add 
the role of Rosalinda  in Strauss’s classic Die Fledermaus , the title role in 
Halka  by Moniuszko, the title role in Carmen  in Bizet’s beloved classic and 
Sara  in a new opera Bloodlines  composed by Shuying Li with a libretto 
by Lila Palmer. She will also make her Zankel Hall debut at Carnegie Hall 
singing a concert of works by the Polish composer Stanislaw Moniuszko. 
Most recently, the soprano had the honor to debut three songs by Patricia 
Giannattasio in a concert dedicated to women composers and made her 
company debuts with Hudson Lyric Opera and NYC Productions singing 
Santuzza  in Cavalleria Rusticana  and First Witch  in Dido and Aeneas,  
respectively. The 2018-2019 season brought the soprano to The Cleveland 
Opera with a role debut in the U.S. premier of the Stanislaw Moniuszko 
opera The Haunted Manor (Straszny Dwor)  as the “lovely and understated” 
Jadwiga . She started the season singing the solo in Poulenc’s Gloria  
with the Rockland Choral Society and had the opportunity to sing the 
solo again later in the season with Masterwork Chorus. Other upcoming 
performances include reprising the roles of Nedda  in I Pagliacci  and the 
title role in Manon Lescaut . Highlights of 2017-2018 included the world 
premiere of the new musical drama In Search of Desdemona  in the role of 
Santa di Carlo / Desdemona  at Lincoln Center. She added the title role in 
Manon Lescaut  and had the opportunity to perform Mimi  in La Boheme . 
Ms. Giermola has sung the roles of Auretta in Mozart’s L’oca del Cairo  for 
Garden State Opera and Violetta  in La Traviata  at the Teatro Giuseppe 
Verdi (Pollenza, Italy). Later that season she added the role of Musetta  in 
La Boheme when she made her company debut with New Jersey Verismo 
Opera and reprised the role with Eastern Opera Company that same year. 
A regular at Eastern Opera Company she has sung the roles of Micaela in 
Carmen, Nedda  in Pagliacci, Donna Elvira  in Don Giovanni, Santuzza  in 
Cavalleria Rusticana  and the title roles  in Tosca  and Suor Angelica  with 
the company. Other roles include Mother  in Hansel and Gretel Aldonza  in 
Man of La Mancha  and Mimi  in La Boheme . Equally active on the concert 
stage her performances have led her to venues such as Carnegie Hall’s 
Weill Hall and Zankel Hall, St. Patrick’s Cathedral and Lincoln Center in 
NYC and internationally to Spain, Italy, Germany and Poland. Ms. Giermola 
recently made her company debut with the St. Peter of the Sea Orchestra 
in an all Puccini concert in collaboration with the New Jersey State Opera. 
After a successful world premier of Robert Butts’ Symphony #1 , where 
she was the soprano soloist, Ms. Giermola was very excited to be asked 
back to sing with The Baroque Orchestra of New Jersey in their Czech 
Mates  concert where she debuted an original orchestration of Dvorak’s 
“Song to the Moon” from the opera Rusalka.  Ms. Giermola has performed 

as the soprano soloist in Mozart’s Requiem, Coronation Mass  and Missa 
Brevis , Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass  Faure’s Requiem , Brahm’s Requiem,  
Orff’s Carmina Burana  and Handel’s Messiah. She was also the featured 
soloist with the Glens Falls Symphony in Mahler’s Lieder eines fahrenden 
Gesellen.

 Helen Hass, Mezzo-soprano, is a recent graduate of the 
University of Michigan’s Master of Music program in voice 
performance. There she performed as Gertrude in Gounod’s 
Roméo et Juliette, Lucy Talbot in William Bolcom’s Dinner at 
Eight, and Ada Lovelace in Kamala Sankaram’s chamber 

opera The Enchantress. With the Four Corners Ensemble, she performed 
scenes from Shuying Li’s Bloodlines and premiered He Had A Black Dog with 
the Back Pocket Duo in 2018. This past summer, she sang Edith in Pirates of 
Penzance as a Young Artist at Opera North in New Hampshire. During her 
time in the Detroit area, Helen sang the role of Mercédès in Carmen with 
Opera MODO and debuted at The Michigan Opera Theatre as a Grisette in 
their 2015 production of The Merry Widow. Helen is equally comfortable 
performing jazz, and has sung professionally around the US and Canada. 
She currently lives in Boulder, Colorado.

Jasper Heymann is a Young Scholar of the Lang Lang 
International Music Foundation who has received praise for 
his “astounding lyricism and deep emotional bond with the 
music” (New York Concert Review) and “impassioned delivery 
and dazzling performance that brought the audience to their 
feet” (Chicago Music Report). Following a two-week residency 

at the Leeds Piano Festival earlier in 2019, Jasper was invited to perform at 
AADGT’s 25th Year Anniversary concert at Carnegie Hall, the Southeastern 
Piano Festival, the Andermatt Festival and concluded his summer with 
performances and masterclasses at the Oxford Piano Festival.  A National 
Public Radio “From the Top” finalist, Jasper has garnered top prizes in 
national and international competitions, including AADGT, The American 
Prize, NYSMTA, American Protégé, Bradshaw & Buono, ENKOR, American 
Fine Arts and Golden Key. He has received scholarships to piano festivals in 
Europe and the U.S. where he has delighted in performing solo, with 
chamber ensembles and in masterclasses with renowned pedagogues 
Menahem Pressler, Yoheved Kaplinsky, Marios Papadopolous, Steven 
Osbourne, Mikhail Voskresensky, Eduardo Delgado, and with Dina Yoffe at 
the Málaga Summer Festival. Jasper is also an accomplished percussionist, 
recently playing timpani for the So&So Orchestra’s debut of Mahler’s First 
Symphony at The Brooklyn Army Terminal. Jasper is a senior at Horace 
Mann High School in New York, where he was named Ambassador to the 
charitable foundation “Concerts in Motion,” organizing concerts and 
performances for older adults, veterans, people with disabilities and 
medical patients throughout New York City. Jasper studies piano with 
Professor Elena Rossman.

Ada Gentile (1947, Italy) graduated with the degree in 
piano and composition from the Santa Cecilia 
Conservatory. Meanwhile she attended Gofredo 
Petrassi master class in composition at the National 
Academy Santa Cecilia. Her pieces were performed in 
prestigious venues such as: Centre Pompidou (Paris), 

Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center (New York City), Teatro Reale (Madrid), 
Concertgebouw (Amsterdam), Mozarteum (Salzburg), Accademia Sibelius 
(Helsinki), Rachmaninoff Concert Hall (Moscow), Saigon Center (Seoul), 
Gartner Platz Theater (Monaco), Academy of Performing Arts (Hong Kong), 
Art Institute (Chicago). Her publishers were Ricordi and Raitrade, while her 
music was recorded for Ricordi, EDT, and Stradivarius from Italy, Swiss 
company Tirreno and Canadian – UNMUS. She was the consultant for 
Biennale di Venezia (from 1993 till 1997), and artistic director of the opera 
V. Basso in Ascola Piceno (1996/1997). Currently she acts as the President 
of the Roman section of AGIMUS, and since 1978 she has been the art 
director of the contemporary music festival held in Rome – Nuovi Spazzi 
Musicali. She has been elected honorary member of the Amici 
dell’Accademia S. Cecilia association and member of SIAE.

Preludio - the piece has been written in 2011 for the Festival of Contem-
porary Music in Krakow organized by Jerzy Stankiewicz for the Union of 
Polish Composers and dedicated to Chopin. For this reason the piece has 
been called “Preludio”; it’s based on some beginning note of “Preludio n.5” 
by Chopin. The work has been published by Sconfinarte (Milan).
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Reza Vali was born in Ghazvin, Iran, in 1952. He began 
his music studies at the Conservatory of Music in 
Tehran. In 1972 he went to Austria and studied music 
education and composition at the Academy of Music in 

Vienna. After graduating from the Academy of Music, he moved to the 
United States and continued his studies at the University of Pittsburgh, 
receiving his Ph.D. in music theory and composition in 1985. Mr. Vali has 
been a faculty member of the School of Music at Carnegie Mellon 
University since 1988. He has received numerous honors and commis-
sions, including the honor prize of the Austrian Ministry of Arts and 
Sciences, two Andrew W. Mellon Fellowships, commissions from the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, the Boston Modern Orchestra Project, 
the Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble, Kronos Quartet, the Carpe Diem 
String Quartet, the Seattle Chamber Players, and the Arizona Friends of 
Chamber Music, as well as grants from the Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts, The Pittsburgh Foundation, and the Pittsburgh Board of Public 
Education. He was selected by the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust as the 
Outstanding Emerging Artist for which he received the Creative 
Achievement Award. Vali's orchestral compositions have been per-
formed in the United States by the Pittsburgh Symphony, the Seattle 
Symphony, the Boston Modern Orchestra Project, the Baltimore 
Symphony, the Memphis Symphony Orchestra, and Orchestra 2001. His 
chamber works have received performances by Cuarteto Latinoameri-
cano, the Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble, the Carpe Diem String 
Quartet, Kronos Quartet, the Seattle Chamber Players, and the Da Capo 
Chamber Players. His music has been performed in Europe, China, Chile, 
Mexico, Hong Kong, and Australia and is recorded on the Deutsche 
Grammophon, Naxos, New Albion, MMC, Ambassador, Albany, and ABC 
Classics labels.

Love Songs was commissioned by the Chamber Music Festival of the 
East and first performed on August 6, 2003 in Bennington where Reza 
Vali was the Festival’s resident composer. The piece consists of three 
short songs titled as Armenian Love Song, In Memory of a Lost Beloved, 
and Love Drunk. All threesongs are based on Persian folk music.

Jakub Polaczyk (b.1983) is a New York City based Polish 
composer. Jakub is teaching at the New York Conserva-
tory of Music and since 2018 he has been appointed the 
New Music Director of the Chopin and Friends Festival. 
Since 2018 Polaczyk has also been associated with 
International Music Organization of New York as a 

composer-orchestrator. Jakub obtained his Artist Diploma in Composi-
tion at Carnegie Mellon University (2013) as a full scholarship recipient 
studying under Dr. Reza Vali. Prior he graduated from Jagiellonain 
University and Music Academy in Krakow.  His teachers in Poland were: 
Irena Rolanowska (piano), Marcel Chyrzynski (composition), Krzysztof 
Penderecki (orchestration), Marek Choloniewski (electronic music), 
Malgorzata Stankiewicz (musicology). His compositions were performed 
and premiered at many new music festivals around the world in: Brazil, 
10 countries in Europe, 3 countries in Asia (Japan, China, South Korea), 
and 15 states in the US including Carnegie Hall in NY. He achieved many 
accolades and scholarships for his compositions as: recently winning 
4th SIMC International Composition Competition for Harpsichord at the 
Castello Sforesco in Milano (2019), First Prize on Moniuszko Composi-
tion Prize in Poland (2018), accolade on A. Schnitkee in Sochi (2018), two 
accolades on American Prize in Composition(2017), First Prize on Iron 
Composer in Cleveland (2013), T. Baird Young Polish Composers Award 
in Warsaw (2013), First Prize on Orion Orchestral Contest(2010) in 
London, First Prize Polish Music Publisher (2007), First Prize on John 
Paul II Days (2008) in Krakow and many others. He also received artistic 
scholarship from the Minister of Culture of Poland, Mayor of the City of 
Krakow and the Sapere Auso Foundation. In 2019 he was ranked fourth 
for the Szaflarska Award in Arts: Great-Global-Local in Southern Poland. 

“Fragments from Home” is a short music postcard in memory of S. 
Moniuszko inspired by his Home Song Books. “Home” - for everyone, is 
something special. Everyone has a different definition of it. The piece uses 
fragments from poems about home -  phrases from the poems by:  Wil-
liam Tappan, Robert Frost, and Home Defined by Charles Swain. The piece 
is a musical composition where time is serialized by the alphabet and 
duration of Moniuszko’s letters. This piece is dedicated to Marian Żak.

Tomàs Peire Serrate was born in Barcelona. He 
studied piano at the Sant Cugat del Vallès conserva-
tory, where he grew up, and History at the Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona. After few years performing 

and teaching he decided to focus on composition, first studying at the 
Escola Superior de Música de Catalunya (Barcelona) and in 2009 at the 
Sibelius Academy of Helsinki. In 2011 he moved to New York with the La 
Caixa Fellowship to pursue a Master´s in Film Scoring at the New York 
University. After graduating in 2013 and obtaining the Elmer Bernstein 
Award, he moved to Los Angeles where he is currently finishing a PhD at 
UCLA. On June 2018 he was awarded with the Audience Commission 
Award at the ACO Underwood Readings. He is finalist of the Krzysztof 
Penderecki International Composers Competition ARBORETUM 2019. His 
music has been performed in Europe, US and Asia.

Five Haiku - Five vocal pieces written to the texts of haikus by Matsuo 
Basho, Yosa Buson, Natsume Soseki, in English translation. The piece was 
premiered in Los Angeles, CA in April of 2017 by Syrinx Collective where 
the composer was a conductor.

Charles Peck is a composer whose work has been 
called “daring” (Philadelphia Inquirer), “wild and 
shimmering” (Broad Street Review), and “substantial, 
personal, genuine” (Roger Shapiro Fund). His music, 
spanning a range of chamber and large ensembles, has 
been performed by the Minnesota Orchestra, the Albany 

and Columbus Symphonies, Alarm Will Sound, the Kaleidoscope Chamber 
Orchestra, the JACK Quartet, and Sandbox Percussion. Recently, Peck has 
received an ASCAP Morton Gould Award and a commission from the 
Barlow Endowment and has been named a winner of composition 
competitions with the New York Youth Symphony, the Lake George Music 
Festival, the Left Coast Chamber Ensemble, Symphony in C, and the Civic 
Orchestra of Chicago, among others. His music has also been featured at a 
variety of venues and festivals, including Carnegie Hall, the Aspen Music 
Festival, the Cabrillo Festival, the Minnesota Orchestra’s Composer 
Institute, and the Beijing Modern Music Festival.

Splinter is a juxtaposition of stasis and motion. From the outset, the cello 
establishes a sense of stasis with a steady drone. The violin drones in re-
sponse, but swells and slides to set the stasis in motion. The piano is more 
aggressive and literally splinters the drone with several violent interjec-
tions. With each interjection, the violin and cello pull further and further 
away from their foundation. Eventually, the increasingly wild energy in the 
strings and the intrusive gestures in the piano overwhelm the drone and 
reveal the fractured collection of sounds that make up the splinter.

"New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature." 
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When: 
Friday, November 22, 2019 at 11 AM

*Free Admission

Where: 

Club Krakus

Polish and Slavic Center

176 Kent Street

Brooklyn, NY 11222

Mariola Augustyn - soprano
Alla Milchtein - piano
Kinga Augustyn - violin

Program:  

Henryk Wars (1902-1977) Powróćmy jak za dawnych lat
Henryk Wars Miłość ci wszystko wybaczy
Henryk Wars Pierwszy znak
Alberto Laporte (1896-1969)/ Otelo Gasparrini (1902-1982) Uliczka w Barce-
lonie
Jerzy Petersburski (1895-1979) Odrobinę szczęścia w miłości
Artur Gold (1897-1943) Ta mała jest wstawiona
Jerzy Petersburski Sam mi mówiłeś
Tadeusz Mueller (1893-1960)/Emanuel Schlechter (1906-1943) Trudno
Gene Raskin (1909-2004) To były piękne dni
Ryszard Poznakowski (b. 1946) Mały książę
Lucjan Kaszycki (b. 1932) Pamiętasz była jesień
Fryderyk Chopin (1810-1849) Życzenie
Stanisław Moniuszko (1819-1872) Dumka
Stanisław Moniuszko Złota Rybka
Ludomir Różycki (1884-1953) Piosenka Caton

Mariola Augustyn is a soprano spinto, as well as an 
actress, speech therapist, music and art therapist, and 
voice and pronunciation teacher.  She is a graduate of 
the National Academy of Theatre Arts, the Wrocław 
Academy of Music, and the University of Lower Silesia. 
As an actress and singer, Ms. Augustyn collaborates 

with such artistic institutions as the Wrocław Opera Company, the Wrocław 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Capitol Music Theater, the Cantores Minores 
Wratislavienses Chamber Ensemble, the Polish Opera, the Arka Theater, the 
Laboratory Theater, and the Kamienica Stage. She often performs recitals 
featuring music from the 20s, 30s, and the 60s, combining her skills as a 
vocalist and actress. Outside her native Poland, Ms. Augustyn has appeared 
on major concert stages in Germany, France, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
Holland, Spain, Italy, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Greece, the Canary Islands, 
Mexico, the United States, Taiwan, and the former USSR and Yugoslavia.

Mariola Augustyn has received multiple awards for her artistic creativity and 
achievements. They include “The Decoration of Honor Meritorious for Polish 
Culture” (2007) from the Minister of Culture and National Heritage Kazimierz 
Ujazdowski, the Bronze Medal "Merited for Culture Gloria Artis" (2016) from 
the Minister of Culture and National Heritage Piotr Gliński, and a written 
“Thank You” letter from the Mayor of the City of Wrocław in 2007.

As a therapist, Ms. Augustyn holds a significant position of a music and art 
therapist at the 4. Military Clinical Hospital in Wrocław. A versatile artist with 
a variety of interests, she extends her therapy sessions to various activi-
ties. She specializes in such techniques as: watercolor, oil painting, acrylic, 
decoupage, scrapbooking, quilling, embossing, clay sculpture technique, 
salt and paper mass, cold porcelain, and jewelry making, and enjoys pass-
ing them on to her patients. Mariola’s group and individual therapy classes 
extend to relaxation techniques, as well as theater and drama therapy. As 
pedagogical work occupies a significant place in Ms. Augustyn’s life, Mariola 
Augustyn also regularly lectures at The Graduate School of Wrocław on 
subjects related to correct and conscious pronunciation and diction, as well 
and singing, visual arts, music and movement classes, music therapy, and 
creative expression.

MOST BEAUTIFUL POLISH SONGS  
Ordonka and more 123456
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Alla Milchtein (pianist)
Born in Russia, but growing up in Mexico, Alla discovered 
her love for the collaborative arts at early age. Since then 
she has enjoyed an international career as a collabora-
tive  pianist  to emerging stars in the musical world. She 
maintains an active performing career  with vocal and 
instrumental partners and chamber ensembles.

Currently Alla is staff pianist at Mannes College New 
School for Music where she works for the College and Prep divisions. Past 
positions include being part of the accompanying staff at the Rotterdam 
Conservatory (The Netherlands), the Rudolf Steiner College (The Neth-
erlands),  Scuola di Musica di Fiesole (Italy) and the Jalisco State Choir 
(Mexico).

Alla has performed at festivals throughout Europe, Mexico and the United 
States, including The Cervantino International Music Festival in Guanajuato 
(Mexico), Festival de Mazatlán (Mexico), "Kamermuziek Festival tussen 
Maas & Waal" (The Netherlands), "Het Rusische Muziek" (The Netherlands), 
Beverly Hills Chamber Music Festival (United States), Lucca Music Festival 
2008 (Italy), Aspen Music Festival (United States), and Glimmerglass Festi-
val (United States). 

Ms. Milchtein served as a staff pianist at Competitions, including Mannes 
Concerto Competition, international Voice Competition (Sinaloa, Mexico), 
Postacchini International Violin Competition (Italy), Vriendenkrans Concours 
of Concertgebouw (The Netherlands), etc.

As as a coach/répétiteur, Ms. Milchtein has previously worked  for Glim-
merglass Opera, Aspen Opera, New Opera NYC, Jalisco State Opera 
(Guadalajara, México), Rotterdamse Opera Productions ,"Blue Bottle” Opera 
Company (The Netherlands), Vocedidone Opera Studio (The Netherlands) 
and  “Pepita Embil” Zarzuela Company (Guadalajara, México).

Alla Milchtein received both a Bachelor’ s degree  in Piano Performance 
and Master’s degree in Piano Performance and Chamber Music from  
Rotterdam  Conservatory (The Netherlands), where she studied with Mila 
Baslawskaja.

Ms. Milchtein also pursued her Professional Studies in Collaborative Piano 
at Mannes College New School for Music (New York) where she studied 
with Cristina Stanescu. During her studies she was awarded a scholarship 
and was also a recipient of “excellence in accompanying” award.

Ms. Milchtein was awarded a fellowship from COJECO Blue Print to record 
a CD of solo piano music of Jewish composers from around the world titled 
"Musical Journeys through the Jewish Diaspora" which was released in 
2015.

Kinga Augustyn 
See bio on Page 28
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Kinga Augustyn, violin

David Oei, piano

Wojciech Komsta, clarinet

Tony Yike Yang, piano

Tim Ries, saxophone

Bence Szepesi, clarinet

Xheni Rroji, piano

Katherine Wang, piano

Eilene Lee, violin

Ethan Han, cello

Phoebe Han, violin

Ensemble Con Brio de Montreal

Program:  
George Gershwin - Rhapsody in Blue for clarinet and piano

Henryk Mikołaj Górecki - Little Fantasia, op. 73 for violin and piano

George Gershwin - Say it Aint So for violin, saxophone and piano

Zygmunt Noskowski - Piano Quartet, op. 8 I. Allegro con brio

Jakub Polaczyk - Halny Fantasy for clarinet solo (World Premiere)

Henryk Wieniawski - Fantaisie brillante on Themes from Gounod's Faust, 
Op. 20

***

John Williams - Theme from Schindler's List

Tim Ries - Fantasy for violin, saxophone and piano (World Premiere)

Fryderyk Chopin - Fantaisie-Impromptu in C-sharp Minor, Op. 66

Fryderyk Chopin - Piano Sonata No. 3 in B Minor, Op. 58

 I. Allegro maestoso

 II. Scherzo: Molto vivace

 III. Largo

 IV. Finale: Presto non tanto

Kinga Augustyn is a New York City-based virtuoso 
concert violinist and recording artist. One of the last 
students of the legendary Dorothy DeLay at The Juilliard 
School, Ms. Augustyn has a large repertoire of more than 
40 concerti, both standard and lesser–known, that she 
has performed with such orchestras as the German 
Kammerorchester Berlin and the Wroclaw Philharmonic. 
Augustyn’s expanding discography on major labels such 
as Naxos, includes the Paganini Caprices, which music 

critics consider as convincing as Perlman’s or Midori’s, and an “an 
enduring benchmark” (Classical Net). “Stylish and vibrant” (The Strad 
Magazine), and “beyond amazing, one hell of a violinist!” (The Fanfare 

When: 
Saturday, November 23, 2019 at 8 PM

Tickets: $39 and $49 Carnegie Charge 

212-247-7800 Carnegiehall.org

arsactiva.org. In collaboration with 

Fundacja Ars Activia

Where: 

Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall

57th Street and Seventh Avenue

Entrance near 154 West 57th Street

New York, NY 10019 

123456GRAND GALA: 
Polish-American Fantasy celebrating 100 years 
of  Poland/US diplomatic relations
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Magazine), Kinga Augustyn is often praised for her musical interpretations. 
Music Web International describes her recording of the Bruch Violin 
Concerto with Janacek Philharmonic as “extremely moving and expres-
sive,” characterized by “beauty, richness and smoothness of her tone,” and 
as “music she responds to on a deeply personal and emotional level.”

Augustyn has performed as a soloist with orchestras in the United States, 
Europe and Asia, including the Deutsches Kammerorchester Berlin, Mag-
deburg Philharmonic Orchestra, the Chamber Orchestra Leopoldinum, the 
Wrocław Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Riverside Symphonia. She has 
toured China and performed at China’s most prestigious venues such as 
Beijing Poly Theater and Shanghai Oriental Art Center. Other venues she 
has appeared at as a recitalist or chamber musician include both the Stern 
Auditorium and the Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Alice Tully Hall, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Aspen Music Festival, and Chicago Cul-
tural Center. In addition to concerti with orchestras and recitals with piano, 
she frequently performs unaccompanied solo violin recitals. 

Augustyn’s most recent recording was released in 2019 by Naxos, and it 
features world premieres by the contemporary Polish composer Romuald 
Twardowski (b. 1930) performed with the Torun Symphony Orchestra and 
maestro Mariusz Smolij. Augustyn, who has proven her commitment to 
increasing awareness of music by Polish composers, had previously made 
a significant contribution to Polish music by recording the Polish Violin 
Music, a highly praised, “fascinating” (The Strad) album of lesser-known 
Polish composers. Augustyn’s other recent and critically acclaimed record-
ings include the Telemann 12 Fantasias for Solo Violin (Centaur Records), 
in which “her interpretations are convincing in every piece here, and the 
Baroque spirit of the violin and Telemann’s mastery abiding throughout” 
(Music Web International); and Glen Roven’s Runaway Bunny Concerto 
performed with Catherine Zeta-Jones as a narrator and featuring Kinga 
Augustyn’s Solo Violin Cadenza (GPR Records). Her “exquisite playing” 
(Music Web International) is often praised for the profundity, deft phrasing, 
beautiful tone, mastery of the bow, and perfect intonation. “With completely 
secure technical control, she couples a tapestry of tone color to her innate 
musicality” (The Fanfare Magazine).

Ms. Augustyn is an advocate of new music and premieres and records new 
works, oftentimes written especially for her. A new album of contemporary 
works will be released shortly. In 2020 she will also record the Tchaikovsky 
and Wieniawski Concertos with the Kiev Philharmonic under the baton of 
maestro Philip Greenberg.

Ms. Augustyn has won international awards, including First Prizes at 
the Alexander & Buono International String Competition (NYC), Artist 
International Presentations (NYC), J. S. Bach String Competition (Zielona 
Gora, Poland), and the 2017 "Young Poland" contest in Poland. Other top 
honors include prizes at the Johannes Brahms International Competition 
(Poertschach, Austria) and the Kloster Schoental International Young Artist 
Competition (Kloster Scheontal, Germany). 

Ms. Augustyn studied at The Juilliard School with Dorothy DeLay, Cho-
Liang Lin, and Naoko Tanaka, and earned there both the Bachelor and the 
Master degrees. She also holds a doctorate from the Stony Brook Universi-
ty where she worked with Phil Setzer and Pamela Frank. A versatile artist, 
Ms. Augustyn also plays baroque violin, for which she has received training 
from the historical performance practice specialists William Christi and 
Les Arts Florrisants, and violinist Cynthia Roberts. 

Kinga Augustyn plays on an early 18th century violin made by Antonio 
Zanotti, generously on loan to her from a private collector. In 2019 she was 
appointed the Artistic Director of New York Dance Arts & Innovations and 
the International Chopin & Friends Festival.

David Oei, pianist, was a soloist with the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic at the age of nine and has since performed 
with major orchestras including the New York Philhar-
monic, Pittsburgh, and Baltimore Symphonies. Mr. Oei is 
the winner of five Interlochen Concerto Competitions and 
the Concert Artists Guild, WQXR Young Artists, Young 

Musicians Foundation and Paul Ulanowsky Chamber Pianists Awards. A 
perennial fixture on the New York City chamber music scene he has made 
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guest appearances with the Audubon Quartet, Claring Chamber Players, Da 
Capo Chamber Players, New York Philharmonic Ensembles, St. Luke's and 
Orpheus Chamber Ensembles and the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center. In recent years he performed the Mozart Concerto No. 20, Brahms 
Concertos No.1 & No. 2, and Beethoven Concerto No.3 with the Strathmere 
Festival Orchestra and the Schnittke Concerto with the Washington Square 
Festival Orchestra.

Founding director of the Salon Chamber Soloists and a founding member 
of Aspen Soloists and The Intimate P.D.Q. Bach he is currently a member of 
the Alaria Chamber Ensemble and the HD Duo with pianist Helene Jeanney 
besides enjoying a longtime duo with violinist Chin Kim. A former regular 
artist at Bargemusic and Chamber Music Northwest he has performed at 
various festivals including Caramoor, Sitka, Bard, Gretna, Seattle, Chestnut 
Hill, OK Mozart, Washington Square and Kuhmo. 

His television credits include Leonard Bernstein's Young People's Concerts, 
CBS News Sunday Morning and the Today Show. He was the Music Director 
and Production Advisor for Music-Theatre Group's productions of Stanley 
Silverman and Richard Foreman's Africanis Instructus and Love and Sci-
ence. He was also the Music Director for the Sundance Theater Workshop 
production of the Wallace/Foreman opera Yiddisher Teddy Bears. In the 
summer of '07 he conducted the Washington Square Festival Chamber 
Orchestra in a Gershwin/Weill concert titled Music as Political Statement.

He has recorded a wide range of chamber works for Delos, ADDA, Van-
guard, CRI, Pro Arte, Arabesque, Albany, Grenadilla and New World Records. 
A very special project was his recording with Lutz Rath of The Lay of Love 
and Death of the Cornet Christoph Rilke by Viktor Ullmann for piano and 
speaker. In 2010 he released a duo CD with Eriko Sato titled Five Not-So-
Easy Pieces on his new label Prestissimo. He recently released a solo CD 
of Steven Christopher Sacco’s Book of Whimsy for the American Compos-
ers Alliance’s USA label. This album is now available on Amazon and MP3 
downloads are available on CD Baby, Amazon, iTunes and Spotify.

A former longtime faculty of Summertrios, Hoff-Barthelson Music School 
and the Mannes College of Music, he is currently a faculty member of the 
Bennington Chamber Music Conference and the Alaria Chamber Music 
Program. In the summer of '14 he served as the director of the Smalls 
Chamber Music Salon at the Smalls Jazz Club and he is currently the 
director of the Mezzrow Classical Salon with David Oei, a monthly chamber 
music series at Mezzrow, voted “Best Jazz Club 2015” by the Village Voice. 
An Artist of the New York Classical Music Society and the recipient of its 
2017 Citation of Honor for his work with the Mezzrow series David lives in 
New York City with his wife, violinist Eriko Sato, and their pit bull Marian.

Clarinetist Wojtek Komsta has performed as a soloist, 
chamber musician, and orchestral musician throughout 
Europe and North and South America, and has been 
featured on European television and radio. His career, 
which spans music performance, teaching, and acousti-
cal design, reflects his diverse interests.

Komsta studied in his native Poland at the Music Academy of Krakow. He 
began his career as principal clarinetist of the Mozart Academy Opera in 
Poland and Italy, where he had the priviledge of studying with great musi-
cians such as Yo-Yo Ma and Martha Argerich. Highlights of his years in 
Europe include a clarinet position with the Capella Cracoviensis in Poland 
and collaboration with Luciano Berio in Florence, Italy.

Komsta moved to the United States for further clarinet studies at the Ja-
cobs School of Music at Indiana University. For years he performed with the 
Seattle Symphony Orchestra, and he now holds a position in the New York 
Chamber Orchestra under the baton of Gerard Schwartz.

Komsta has been a devoted proponent of new music. He was a prizewinner 
as a soloist at the International Competition of Contemporary Chamber Mu-
sic in Krakow. Recently, he has performed with the International Contem-
porary Ensemble and has premiered new chamber music works by Polish 
composer Jakub Polanczyk at Spectrum Theater in New York.

In recent years, Komsta has been devoted to teaching and inspiring other 
musicians. He has given masterclasses at Juilliard, Indiana University, 
Ithaca College, and Stony Brook University, among many others in the U.S. 
and Canada.
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Komsta’s background in engineering has led him to make novel contribu-
tions to clarinet acoustical design, and he performs with his own custom 
equipment. He is known around the world for his instrument repair, which 
is informed by his playing and has been refined by years of experience. 
Komsta’s approach goes beyond standard mechanical repair: his work is 
distinguished by its precision and client-centeredness.

“Halny Fantasy” - Miniature for a solo A clarinet dedicated to Wojtek Kom-
sta. It is a short fantasy inspired by the southern Poland wind called Halny. 
This piece has a few sections derived from the gestures of ascending and 
descending imaginative phrases, shaping gestural illusions of the blowing 
wind.

Tony Yike Yang, 20-year-old Chinese-Canadian pianist, is 
emerging as one of the foremost pianists of the younger 
generation. As a frequent prizewinner, Yang garnered 5th 
Prize at the 17th International Fryderyk Chopin Piano 
Competition at age 16, the youngest-ever laureate of the 

competition.

More recently, Yang was awarded the Jury Discretionary Award at the 15th 
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, where he was the youngest 
competitor. In previous years, Yang has won top prizes at the Thomas and 
Evon Cooper International Piano Competition (Oberlin, 2014), the Bosend-
orfer and Yamaha USASU International Junior Piano Competition (Phoenix, 
2013), the Hilton Head International Young Artists Piano Competition (Hil-
ton Head, 2013), the Gina Bachauer International Junior Piano Competi-
tion (Salt Lake City, 2012), and the Canadian National Chopin Competition 
(Toronto, 2014).

Yang performs extensively in North America (Canada & the US), but makes 
numerous appearances in Europe and Asia every year as well. Among 
them, highlights include appearances with the Cleveland Orchestra, the 
Warsaw Philharmonic, Orchestre Métropolitain, the Fort Worth Symphony, 
the Toronto Sinfonietta, and the Hunan Symphony, as well as performances 
for Her Royal Highness Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, Canadian Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, and Polish President Andrzej Duda.

As of 2018, Yang was appointed a youth cultural ambassador of the city of 
Guangzhou, as well as an artistic tutor of Sun-Yat-Sen University. Upon the 
acceptance of these roles, Yang is often in China committed to advancing 
and encouraging music education for the youth and pre-professional.

Yang’s debut album, Tony Yike Yang – Chopin: Sonata B-Moll / Ballada 
F-Moll / Mazurki, was released in August 2016 on the Fryderyk Chopin 
Institute’s Blue Series. The tracks are from Yang's live performance in the 
second and third stages of the Chopin Competition in Warsaw in October 
2015. The album includes an editorial review by the Chopin Institute noting 
how Yang's extraordinary account of the Barcarolle in F sharp minor, Op. 
60 captivated audiences in Poland and across the world.

Yang has been featured on many television programs, including the "Inspi-
ration Generation" series on Global TV, where he was selected as one of six 
outstanding Canadian young people. In 2016, Yang was named CBC Music’s 
Classical Young Artist.

Yang is currently pursuing a dual-degree in Economics and Piano Perfor-
mance through the Harvard University-New England Conservatory of Music 
Joint-Degree Program. Additionally, he is also studying in a post-graduate 
at the Scuola di Musica di Fiesole in Italy with Prof. Eliso Virsaladze, and 
on top of that, he is concurrently a fellow of the International Lake Como 
Piano Academy at Oberlin Conservatory.

In the past, he was a full-scholarship student at the Juilliard Pre-College 
School, as well as at the Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy of the 
Royal Conservatory of Music.
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Tim Ries

Saxophonist, composer, arranger, producer and educator 
Tim Ries received degrees from both The University of North 
Texas (BM) and The University of Michigan (MM). He has had 
a unique and varied career, which began in 1983 with the 
great Maynard Ferguson.

Tim moved to New York City in 1985 and since that time his performing 
and recording credits include a who’s who of jazz, rock, pop and world 
music icons: The Rolling Stones from 1999 to the present, Stevie Wonder, 
Paul Simon, Donald Fagen, Michael Jackson, Blood, Sweat and Tears, Rod 
Stewart, Lyle Lovette, and jazz greats Red Garland, Donald Byrd, Hank 
Jones, Jack DeJohnette, Phil Woods, Tom Harrell, Chico Hamilton, Michael 
Brecker, Joe Henderson, Tony Bennett, Louie Bellson, Dave Liebman, 
Al Foster, John Patitucci, Danilo Perez, Bela Szakcsi Lakatos and Maria 
Schneider.

Tim was a member of the Prism Saxophone Quartet from 1993-2003. He 
has released 9 CDs as a leader. His last two discs, Tim Ries Quintet and 
Tim Ries Quintet Vol II, are live perfomances at Smalls Jazz Club. In 2005 
and 2008 respectively, he released The Rolling Stones Project (Concord) 
and Stones World (Sunnyside), both are his versions of Stones classics ar-
ranged in jazz and world music genres. Both CDs have drawn rave reviews 
across the globe.

Some of the guest artists featured on these discs include: all four Rolling 
Stones, Norah Jones, Sheryl Crow, Milton Nascimento, Sara Baras, Bill 
Frisell, John Scofield, Jack DeJohnette, Lisa Fischer, Bernard Fowler, Larry 
Goldings, Franck Amsallem, Eddie Palmieri, Brian Blade and Ana Moura. 
His latest colaborations are performing with the great flamenco dancer 
Sara Baras and with The East Gipsy Band from Budapest.

Tim has taught saxophone and composition at The New School, Rutgers 
University, The City University of New York and The University of Toronto.

Tim Ries plays Francois Louis mouthpieces, reeds and ligatures and The 
Virtuoso tenor and alto saxophones by RS Berkely.

Bence Szepesi is an established performer in Europe who 
made his Carnegie Hall debut with a unique solo clarinet 
program celebrating Leonard Bernstein's 100th birthday and 
bringing beauty from his home country Hungary with the 
Pereg Verbunk from Leo Weiner.

Mr. Szepesi navigates comfortably on any stage as a soloist, 
a principal clarinetist, or a member of his own quartet, the Budapest 
Saxophone Quartet.

Mr. Szepesi has won multiple international awards including the presti-
gious Artisjus Award in Hungary. He graduated from Franz Liszt Academy 
of Music with distinction. In addition to his solo and chamber works, he is 
the founder and artistic leader of Budapest Saxophone Quartet since 1995 
and Principal clarinetist of the Dohnanyi Symphony Orchestra. His aca-
demic contributions include being a Professor at the University of Miskolc 
and guest lectures and performances at top international institutions.

Mr. Szepesi is the Chairman of the International Clarinet Association and 
the President of the Hungarian Clarinet and Saxophone Society.

New York Concert Review of Bence Szepesi Carnegie Hall concert: “To 
say that the Rossini piece was brilliant would be an understatement. The 
pyrotechnics from the clarinet were simply breathtaking. Lightning fast 
passagework and quicksilver dynamic changes were all within seemingly 
easy grasp, and a dazzling finish led to still more thunderous ovations.”

Xheni Rroji is a classical pianist and producer and educator, 
born in Tirana, Albania. She studied music in her native 
country and later in France and New York. She holds degrees 
from the Superior Conservatory of Music in Paris, and  
Manhattan School of Music in New York. A seasoned perform-
er, Xheni has concertized in Europe, the U.S. and Latin America. 

She is the co-founder of the Ossia Symphony Orchestra and the Roadmaps 
Festival. Xheni has always maintained a vivid interest in producing events 
of an artistic, educational and humanitarian nature. She strongly believes 
in the transformative power of artistic expressions, providing a mean for 
human understanding.  

Despite her intense affair with the piano throughout her life, Xheni has 
always fostered a love for inserting music and the arts in all aspects of 
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life. Her various interests in the music industry led her to create and co-
organize projects that infuse artistic perspectives to current global issues.  
Through Breaking Borders with Music and the Roadmaps Festival Xheni 
strives to bring together a variety of artists, historians, politicans and 
humanitarians into a platform that provides a multifaceted view on global 
issues that concern us all. 

Xheni Is also the Vice President of the OA Music Productions & Manage-
ment based in Manhattan. She is passionate about finding and supporting 
artistic talent that is groundbreaking and authentic. 

As an educator Xheni spent this past decade dedicating her knowledge and 
skills to the students at The College of New Rochelle in New York. Xheni 
believes in innovative teaching strategies and in finding new ways to infuse 
the younger generation with more artistic education. 

Show Me Your Heart Foundation presents an ensemble formed of its most 
talented promising young artists currently at such institutions as the Juil-
liard Pre-College Division and New York Youth Symphony and are members 
of the foundation’s youth council : Eilene Lee at the violin, Phoebe Han at 
the viola and Ethan Han at the cello.

Katherine Wang began her piano studies at the age of five. 
She is currently studying piano under the tutelage of Victoria 
Mushkatkol in the Juilliard Pre-college. She has won 
numerous piano competitions, including the first place prize 
at 2013 Colorado State MTNA Piano Competition, the Bronze 
Medal at 2014 International Keyboard Odyssiad Piano 

Competition at Fort Collins, U.S.A, the first place at Western Regional Piano 
Conference and Competition, and first place at Wyoming State MTNA Piano 
Competition. She also won the gold medal at Golden Era of Romantic Music 
International Competition. As a prize winner, she has performed at the Weil 
Recital Hall at Carnegie hall as well as perform her solo recital in the 
University of Wyoming Fine Arts Concert Hall, and at the Colorado State 
University Griffin Concert Hall. In the Summer of 2017, she attended the 
USA Musical and Art Exchange International Piano Festival. She has 
participated in masterclasses with renowned musicians, including Gary 
Graffman, and Theresa Bogard. She is currently a sophomore in Trumbull 
high school, and she enjoys painting and reading.

Eilene Lee, now 17, started playing the violin at the age of 6. 
She is currently a student of Naoko Tanaka at the Juilliard 
School, pre-college division.She has performed as a soloist 
with the New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra, the 
Livingston Symphony Orchestra, the Bravura Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and the Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra as a 
concerto competition winner. Eilene has also played as a 

soloist with the New Jersey Sinfonietta, where she received the highest 
acclaim for her performance. She also won numerous competitions 
including the YWCA New York Music Competition, the NLPA National Young 
Virtuosi Recital Competition, the International Grande Music Competition, 
the East Coast International Music Competition, and the KRB NY Interna-
tional Music Competition. As a chamber musician, Eilene was invited by the 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center to play in The Young Musicians 
Concert at Alice Tully Hall. Recently, she has received the New Horizons 
Fellowship to attend Aspen Music Festival and School 2019. 

Ethan Han started the cello at the age of 8.  After entering 
competitions, he became a prizewinner at the NY Interna-
tional Music Competition and first prize winner of the East 
Coast International Competition, the NY International Music 
Concours and the NY Artists International competition. He 

was invited to perform in numerous renowned concert halls including 
Carnegie Hall, Bruno Walter Auditorium at Lincoln Center and Merkin Hall.  
He also played a solo recital debut at SIA Chamber Hall as a New York 
Rising Star series performer. In 2017, at the age of 13, Ethan world-pre-
miered "New York Uno for Cello and Piano" by Sebastian Morales at the 
Frederick Loewe Theatre in NYU while participating at the NYU Youth Music 
Festival.  Other recent highlights include performing Haydn Cello Concerto 
in C Major with the Queensboro Symphony Orchestra in the Young Artist 
Concert series and Popper’s Hungarian Rhapsody with NJ sinfonietta at 
Merkin Hall. He’s been a member of NJ Sinfonietta Youth ensemble and the 
Youth Council at the Show Me Your Heart Foundation. Ethan studied with 
Madeline Golz, Tae Woo Kim and Na-Young Baek, and Hans Jørgen Jensen 
at the Maedowmount School of Music summer program. He currently 
studies with Amy Barston at the Juilliard Pre-College. 



  THE XXI  INTERNATIONAL CHOPIN & FRIENDS FESTIVAL34

Phoebe Han is a 14 year old violist. She is a member of New 
York Youth Symphony and New Jersey Sinfonietta Youth 
Ensemble. As an ensemble member, she performed at 
Merkin Concert Hall. She is a 1st prize winner at the Elite 
International Music Competition. As a prize winner, she 

performed at Weil Hall at Carnegie Hall and she was invited to perform 
with Sempre Musick Orchestra at Killian Hall at MIT. She also won 1st 
place at the New York Artist International Competition and performed at 
Bruno Walter Theater. And as the Young Artist concert series, she 
performed with the Queensboro Symphony Orchestra. 

In 2017, Phoebe participated at NYU Youth Music Festival and world 
premiered the “trace of a trail” for two violins works by Noah Horowitz at 
NYU’s Frederick Loewe Theater which was recorded as a CD for distribu-
tion. As a Show Me Your Heart Foundation youth council member, she’s 
been an art exhibition assistant curator and performer with SMYH musi-
cians. 

She is currently a student of Dr. Yu Jeong Lee.

Ensemble Con Brio de Montreal is a classical music formation of varying 
and diverse geometry. Originally founded to promote Polish and Canadian 
contemporary music, working with such composers like K. Penderecki, 
H.M. Gorecki, A. Prevost, D. Gougeon, it has expanded through the years to 
present music of different centuries and styles, performing both in North 
America and Europe.
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When: 
Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 7 PM

*Free Admission

RSVP Required

Where: 

General Society of the Mechanics and 

Tradesmen of the City of New York

20 West 44th Street

NY, NY 10036

A program of virtuosic works by European composers spanning close to 
200 years, from very early Baroque music of Diomeses Cato, until Antonio 
Soler of the late Baroque/early Classical period. 

Kinga Augustyn will play Lukas Wronski‘s unconventionally shaped, ba-
roque violin named Venus, inspired by „Venus de Milo“. The luthier will give 
a mini-lecture on the history of string instument making. 

Kinga Augustyn - Baroque Violin
Christopher Morrongiello - Archlute, Baroque Guitar, Lute
Rebecca Pechefsky - Harpsichord

Program:

123456FINALE/ HISTORICAL 
PERFORMANCE PRACTICE: 
“Baroque Virtuosity”

Antonio Soler (1729- 1783)

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
   I. Prelude – Adagio ma non troppo
   II. Allemanda
   III. Gigue

Jean Marie Leclair (1697- 1764) 
   I. Grave
   II. Allegro ma non troppo
   III. Gavotta grazioso: Andante
   IV. Allegro

(short intermission)

Diomedes Cato (ca. 1560-c.1618)

Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713)

Keyboard Sonata in D Minor, R.25 
[Allegro]

Sonata in E Minor, BWV 1023 for Violin 
and Continuo

 
Sonata in C Minor „Le Tombeau“, Op. 
5 No. 6 

Fantasia Diomedes for Solo Lute

Sonata in D Minor, Op. 5 No.12 „La 
Follia“ for Violin and Continuo

Kinga Augustyn - See bio on page 28

Lutenist Christopher Morrongiello, a former British 
Marshall Scholar, is a graduate of the Mannes College 
of Music, Royal College of Music, and University of 
Oxford, where he earned a doctorate in musicology. As a 
recitalist, he has performed to critical acclaim 
throughout Europe and the United States. In 1993 he 
was a prizewinner in the BBC Radio Two Young 
Musician of the Year Competition, and in 1996 awarded 
a Marco Fodella Foundation Scholarship for studies and 

research in Milan, Italy.  
 
Morrongiello is a professor in music history at Hofstra University and 
teaches lute and related historical plucked instruments in his private 
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studio in Long Island. He is a member of the Venere Lute Quartet and 
directs the New York-based Bacheler Consort. He is a frequent guest 
artist of many leading early music groups. He is also Artistic Director of 
the Long Island Early Music Festival, now in its 3rd season.
 
Morrongiello has recorded for EMI, Avie Records, Gamut Music, the Lute 
Society of America, Visionaire, and the BBC. Recently, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art produced several video recordings of his playing on a 
gut-strung, sixteenth-century lute, as well as on copies of lutes, in its 
renowned musical instrument collection.

 Rebecca Pechefsky, well known as a harpsichordist in 
the New York area, has performed in such venues as 
Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall, Merkin Hall, and the 
18th-century Morris-Jumel Mansion, where she and her 
ensemble Brooklyn Baroque perform in a yearly series. 
Recent European engagements include recitals in Milan 
(Sforza Castle), Bologna, Amsterdam, Berlin, Basel, 

Tallinn, and London (Handel House). Among her recordings for Quill 
Classics are the complete harpsichord music of François d’Agincour; 
Bach and His Circle (JPF Music Award, Best Classical Solo Album); 
Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Books 1 and 2, and Johann Ludwig Krebs 
@ 300. As part of the Krebs 300th birthday celebrations in Germany, 
she was invited to perform in Zwickau and Altenburg in October 2013, 
and last November she participated in an all-day François Couperin 
350th birthday marathon at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. She has 
premiered works by Mark Janello, Graham Lynch, Frank J. Oteri, 
Johnny Reinhard, and others. She lives in Brooklyn, New York, with her 
husband, Erik Ryding, with whom she coauthored Bruno Walter: A World 
Elsewhere. For more information, visit rpechefsky.com

Łukasz Wroński
Luthier 
Lukas Wronski is a multi-talented artist and award 
winning violin maker, who has received world-wide 
recognition for his unique designs of instruments. He 
has participated in a variety of international violin-

making competitions and exhibitions all over the world. His instruments 
have received many awards and have been played by many of today’s 
great, famous musicians. His company “Lukas Violins” is considered 
one of the most significant violin shops in the New York area. Mr. Wron-
ski has developed a network of professional relations with many arts 
and music organizations, as well as with individual artists, musicians, 
film producers, collectors and luthiers. Recently his violin shop was 
featured in America’s popular TV Show Handcrafted America. Besides 
violin –making, he often takes part in art exhibitions all over the world. 
His work has been featured in TV documentaries and lectures. As a 
musician –performer interested in various styles, he plays violin and 
sings in jazz, and world music ensembles.

Originally from Poland, Lukas started playing violin at the age of 8. 
When he was a teenager, he started making instruments. He made his 
first violin at the age of 13 and this experience launched his long study 
of violin making, music, and arts in Poland, England, Italy and USA. 
Lukas is a graduate of the Kenar’s College of Arts in Zakopane, Poland. 
He has also received a Master of Arts degree from the I.J. Paderewski’s 
Academy of Music in Poznan, Poland, which he finished with honors. He 
holds a Post-graduate diploma of Culture Management course from the 
University of Social Skills in Poznan. In 2003, Wronski moved to Cremo-
na, Italy, to work in distinguished ateliers of violin-making. Since 2007, 
he has been living in New York City. Website: www.lukasviolins.com
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Andrzej
Kaminski, ESQ
Attorney and Counselor At Law

We help clients with:
§ Accidents at work
§ Auto accidents
§ Civil litigation
§ Criminal cases 
§ Social Security Disability

Law Offi  ce of Andrew Kaminski 
79 Greenpoint Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11222 

Tel: (718) 389-0450      Tel. 24/7: (973) 303-0498

,,Proud to promote 
Polish-American 

Initiatives’’
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Sponsors 
The Consulate General of the 
Republic of Poland

Polish Cultural Institute

Polish & Slavic Federal Credit 
Union

Polish & Slavic Center

Stowarzyszenie Weteranów Armi 
Polskiej w Ameryce Okreg 2

Kosciuszko Foundation

Smyh Foundation

The General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen

Polish – American Chamber of 
Commerce North – East

Trident Contracting

Gram-X Promotions

Medicus

Dr. Henryk Cioczek

Pulaski Association of Bussiness 
and Professional Men Inc.

Janina Kuncik, Self Reliance (NY)

Solarz Bros Printing Corp.

Klimat Bar & Restaurant

Karczma

Shining Sung

Elzbieta Baumgartner, “Poradnik 
Sukces”

Hanna Chroboczek Kelker, Norman 
Kelker

Edward Pritulak, Accounting

Tadeusz Figwer

Łukasz Wroński, Artist Violin - 
Maker

Żak's Family 

PSCPSC

Media Sponsors 
Nowy Dziennik

Super Express

Kuriet Plus

White Eagle

Echo Polonijne

Radio Rampa

"New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature." 
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OUR CREDIT UNION…
MORE THAN A BANK

Our unique understanding of the Polish & Slavic com-
munity lets us understand your and your family's finan-
cial needs. Our representatives speak Polish and English 
to serve you better. For over forty years we have been 
providing Polonia with financial products and services 
such as checking, savings and IRA accounts. We also 
offer a variety of VISA® credit, debit and gift cards. In the 
past few years we have significantly expanded our elec-
tronic services, giving members access to a full range of 
online and mobile banking services. We also take pride 
in offering a wide array of residential and commercial 
mortgages and consumer loans, all at very competitive 
rates. Please visit one of our branches in New York and 
New Jersey and experience the credit union difference!

Join us today!

1.855.PSFCU.4U | www.psfcu.com

100 MCGUINNESS BLVD.
BROOKLYN, NY 11222

140 GREENPOINT AVE.
BROOKLYN, NY 11222

1260 60TH ST.
BROOKLYN, NY 11219

6903 FRESH POND RD.
RIDGEWOOD, NY 11385

66-14 GRAND AVE.
MASPETH, NY 11378

314 GREAT NECK RD.
COPIAGUE, NY 11726

619 WEST EDGAR RD.

LINDEN, NJ 07036
990 CLIFTON AVE.
CLIFTON, NJ 07013

667 CHESTNUT ST.
UNION, NJ 07083

1110 N. OLDEN AVE.
TRENTON, NJ 08638

75 RIVER DRIVE,
GARFIELD, NJ 07026

1919 HYLAN BLVD
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10305

375 PATERSON AVE.
WALLINGTON, NJ 07057 


